The Fifth Sunday of Easter
May 7, 2023

As We Gather - We continue to focus our attention on Jesus' resurrection. We see that
Jesus is the stone that was rejected by the religious leaders. He was crucified and killed by
them. Yet God raised Jesus from the dead, making Him the cornerstone, the foundational
stone upon which all the other stones in the building are aligned and built. As we build
upon the foundation and cornerstone of Jesus, we are conformed and aligned to Him.

Offering and Registry of Worship Cards: Please fill out a Registry of Worship Card
found in the pew racks. We ask that you print the names of every person in your family,
indicating if they take communion. One side of the card is for members and the other
side for guests. As the offering is collected, pass the cards to the center aisle so our
ushers can gather them.

Saturday Worship: Offerings and Worship Cards will be received in the offering plates
at the rear of the church either upon entering or when leaving. Thank you for your gift to
the work of the Lord.

About Protecting the Healthy: To protect yourself and others from COVID-19 and other
infectious respiratory diseases, individuals may choose to mask at any time. Appropriate
hand washing by everyone is encouraged. People with symptoms of an infectious illness
are highly encouraged to stay home. Symptoms include fever or chills, cough, shortness
of breath or difficulty breathing, fatigue, muscle or body aches, headache, new loss of
taste or smell, sore throat, congestion or runny nose, nausea or vomiting, and diarrhea.
Thank you for helping to keep everyone healthy as we receive God's gifts in worship.

GENERALLY, BE MINDFUL, NOT FEARFUL.

Prelude and Meditation: Before worship we talk to God (see prayers on page 308 in the
hymnal); during worship God talks to us; after worship we talk to one another.

Prelude:

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
The Greeting and Sharing of Peace stanq)



Confession and Absolution

Hymn of Invocation:  Gracious God, You Send Great Blessings LSB 782
#h‘ 5 ! — —
D— - J o o
J @ o
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Lord, we pray that we, Your peo-ple

Who Your gifts un - num-bered claim,
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The sign
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Through the shar-ing of Your bless-ings May bring glo-ry to Your name.
Text: Gregory J. Wismar, 1946
Tune: Columbian Harmony, 1825, Cincinnati
Text: © 2004 Gregory J. Wismar. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000852
Tune: Public domain

of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

In the name of the Father and of the *I Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.




P] Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God
our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us
forgiveness.

P} Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.

P 1 said, | will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.

P} O almighty God, merciful Father,

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with
which | have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal
punishment. But | am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and
| pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent,
bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious
and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.

P} Upon this your confession, |, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant
of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the
command of my Lord Jesus Christ | forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father
and of the *I Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Service of the Word

Introit

Praise the LORD! Sing to the LORD a new song,
his praise in the assembly of the godly!
| will extol you, O LORD, for you have drawn me up
and have not let my foes rejoice over me.
O LorD my God, | cried to you for help,
and you have healed me.
O LoRD, you have brought up my soul from Sheol;
you restored me to life from among those who go down to the pit.
Sing praises to the LORD, O you his saints,
and give thanks to his holy name.
For his anger is but for a moment, and his favor is for a lifetime.
Weeping may tarry for the night, but joy comes with the morning.
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Glo-ry be tothe Fa-ther andto the Son and to the Ho-ly Ghost;
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as it was in the be-gin-ning, is now, and ev-er shall be, world with-out end. A-men.

Q%xa

Kyrie LSB 186
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Lord, have @ mer - cy up - on us. Christ, have mer -cy up -
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on us. Lord, have mer - Cy up - on us.

Gloria in Excelsis LSB 187
P} Glory be to God on high:
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O Lord God, heav’'n-ly King, God the Fa-ther Al - mighty.
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O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
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Thou that takest away the sin of the world, re-ceive our prayer.
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Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy up-

n |
% is o O o —
o Lo o Z o
on us. ForThou onlyart holy; Thou on-ly art the Lord.
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Thou only, O Christ, with the Ho - ly Ghost,
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art most high in the glory of God the Father. A - men.

Salutation and Collect of the Day

P} The Lord be with you.
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And with thy spir - it.




P] Let us pray.
O God, You make the minds of Your faithful to be of one will. Grant that we may love
what You have commanded and desire what You promise, that among the many
changes of this world our hearts may be fixed where true joys are found; through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

f) |
) [ |
(> i
\ | |
\_’/
A - men.
Sit
First Reading Acts 6:1-9; 7:2a, 51-60

'Now in these days when the disciples were increasing in number, a complaint by the
Hellenists arose against the Hebrews because their widows were being neglected in the
daily distribution. °And the twelve summoned the full number of the disciples and said, “It
is not right that we should give up preaching the word of God to serve tables. *Therefore,
brothers, pick out from among you seven men of good repute, full of the Spirit and of
wisdom, whom we will appoint to this duty. *“But we will devote ourselves to prayer and to
the ministry of the word.” >And what they said pleased the whole gathering, and they
chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit, and Philip, and Prochorus, and
Nicanor, and Timon, and Parmenas, and Nicolaus, a proselyte of Antioch. °These they set
before the apostles, and they prayed and laid their hands on them.

’And the word of God continued to increase, and the number of the disciples
multiplied greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests became obedient to the
faith.

®And Stephen, full of grace and power, was doing great wonders and signs among the
people. °Then some of those who belonged to the synagogue of the Freedmen (as it was
called), and of the Cyrenians, and of the Alexandrians, and of those from Cilicia and Asia,
rose up and disputed with Stephen. . ..

°And Stephen said:

“Brothers and fathers, hear me. . ..

*You stiff-necked people, uncircumcised in heart and ears, you always resist the Holy
Spirit. As your fathers did, so do you. **Which of the prophets did not your fathers
persecute? And they killed those who announced beforehand the coming of the
Righteous One, whom you have now betrayed and murdered, **you who received the law
as delivered by angels and did not keep it.”



**Now when they heard these things they were enraged, and they ground their teeth at
him. >°But he, full of the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God, and
Jesus standing at the right hand of God. *®And he said, “Behold, | see the heavens
opened, and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God.” >’But they cried out with
a loud voice and stopped their ears and rushed together at him. *®Then they cast him out
of the city and stoned him. And the witnesses laid down their garments at the feet of a
young man named Saul. >?And as they were stoning Stephen, he called out, “Lord Jesus,
receive my spirit.” ®°And falling to his knees he cried out with a loud voice, “Lord, do not
hold this sin against them.” And when he had said this, he fell asleep.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Epistle 1 Peter 2:2-10

’Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it you may grow up to
salvation— ’if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good.

*As you come to him, a living stone rejected by men but in the sight of God chosen and
precious, *you yourselves like living stones are being built up as a spiritual house, to be a
holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. °For it
stands in Scripture:

“Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious,
and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.”

’So the honor is for you who believe, but for those who do not believe,

“The stone that the builders rejected
has become the cornerstone,”

8and

"A stone of stumbling,
and a rock of offense.”

They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do.

’But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own
possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness
into his marvelous light. "°Once you were not a people, but now you are God's people;
once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Holy Gospel John 14:1-14
P] The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fourteenth chapter.
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Glo-ry be to Thee, O Lord.

"lesus said:] “Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. 2In my
Father's house are many rooms. If it were not so, would | have told you that | go to
prepare a place for you? *And if | go and prepare a place for you, | will come again and
will take you to myself, that where | am you may be also. *And you know the way to
where | am going.” >Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going.
How can we know the way?" ®Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life.
No one comes to the Father except through me. ’If you had known me, you would have
known my Father also. From now on you do know him and have seen him.”

®Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and it is enough for us.” *Jesus said to
him, “Have | been with you so long, and you still do not know me, Philip? Whoever has
seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father'? '®’Do you not believe
that | am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that | say to you | do not speak
on my own authority, but the Father who dwells in me does his works. ''Believe me that |
am in the Father and the Father is in me, or else believe on account of the works
themselves.

"2Truly, truly, | say to you, whoever believes in me will also do the works that | do; and
greater works than these will he do, because | am going to the Father. *Whatever you ask
in my name, this | will do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. If you ask me
anything in my name, | will do it.”

P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise be to Thee, O  Christ.
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Apostles’ Creed
| believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus

Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of
the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was
buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He
ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. | believe in the
Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life - everlasting. Amen.

Sit

Hymn of the Day: Lord, Take My Hand and Lead Me LSB 722
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1 Lord, take my hand and  lead me Up - on life’s way;
2 Lord, when the tem - pest ra - ges, [ need not fear,
3 Lord, when the shad-ows length - en And night has come,
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Di - rect, pro -tect, and  feed me From day to day.
For You, the Rock of A - ges, Are al - ways near.
I  know that You will strength - en My steps toward home.
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With - out Your grace and fa - vor 1 go a - stray;
Close by Your side a - bid - ing, I fear no foe,
Then noth-ing can 1m - pede me, O bless - ed Friend;
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So take my hand, O Sav - ior, And Ilead the way.
For when Your hand is guid - ing, In  peace I go.

So take my hand and lead me Un - to the end.

Text: Julie von Hausmann, 1825-1901; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978, alt.
Tune: P. Friedrich Silcher, 1789-1860
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000852
Tune: Public domain



Sermon: “Bearing Witness”
Acts 6 and 7

P} The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in

Christ Jesus.
Amen.
Stand
Offertory LSB 192
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Gathering of Our Tithes and Offerings (Sunday Only)
Registry of Worship Cards (Sunday Only) — Please pass your completed cards to the
center aisle.

Welcome New Members
10
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Prayer of the Church

Service of the Sacrament

Preface LSB 194
P] The Lord be with you.
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And with thy spir - it.

P} Lift up your hearts.
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We lift them up un - to the Lord.
P] Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God.
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It is meet and right so to  do.

P} Itis truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God. And most especially are
we bound to praise You on this day for the glorious resurrection of Your Son, Jesus
Christ, the very Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us and bore the sins of the
world. By His dying He has destroyed death, and by His rising again He has restored
to us everlasting life. Therefore with Mary Magdalene, Peter and John, and with all
the witnesses of the resurrection, with angels and archangels, and with all the
company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You
and singing:
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Sanctus LSB 195
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bless-ed is He, bless-edis He that com-<eth in the name of the Lord.
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Lord’s Prayer

(P)

The
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Ho-san - na, ho-san - na, ho - san-na in the high - est.

LSB 179
Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come,

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Words of Our Lord LSB 197
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He
had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is
My 1+ body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me."

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks,
He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My
I+ blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you
drink it, in remembrance of Me."
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LSB 197

LSB 198

Pax Domini
P] The peace of the Lord be with you always.
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world, have mer-cyup-onus. O Christ,Thou Lamb of God, that
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tak -est a-way the sin of the world, havemer-cyup-on us.
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O  Christ,Thou Lamb of God, that tak-est a-way the sin of the
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G e
world, grant us Thy peace. A men.

Distribution:

Distribution Hymns (Sunday Only)

LSB 861 Christ Be My Leader
LSB 646 Church of God, Elect and Glorious
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Nunc Dimittis LSB 199
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Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant de - part in peace  ac-
) 4
o ™
o R o o_*
cord-ing to Thy word, for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation,
) 4 .

~ N
P

O

@@%

which Thou hast pre - pared be - fore the face of all people,

>
L v

a@%

\ ~— o
a light to light-en the Gen - tiles and the glo - ry of Thy

04
#\S)} % e \} O 5.__|11|
peo-ple Is - ra-el. Glo - ry  be to the Father and
Lhsars
o Tre—e o2 O -:/‘__M
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Thanksgiving LSB 200
P} O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good,
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and His mercy endureth for - ev - er.
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(Saturday)
[P) Let us pray together.

| thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You
have graciously kept me this day; and | pray that You would forgive me all my
sins where | have done wrong, and graciously keep me this night. For into Your
hands | commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel

be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen.

(Sunday)
P] Let us pray.

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy

Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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P} The Lord be with you.
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And with thy  spir -

Benedicamus
P) Bless we the Lord.

it.

Thanks be to God.
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Benediction LSB 202
P} The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and I« give you peace.
e
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A-men, a-men, a - men.
Closing Hymn: Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus LSB 660
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I Stand wup, stand up for Je - sus, Ye  sol-diers of the cross.
2 Stand up, stand up for Je - sus; The trum-pet call o - bey;
3 Stand up, stand up for Je - sus; Stand in  His strength a - lone.
4 Stand up, stand up for Je - sus; The strife will not be long;
Db
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Lift high His roy - al ban - ner; It must not suf - fer loss.
Stand forth in might-y con - flict In  this His glo-rious day.
The arm  of flesh will fail you, Ye dare not trust your own.
This day the din of bat - tle, The next the vic-tor’s song.
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From vic - try un - to vic - try His ar - my He shall Iead
Let all His faith-ful serve Him A - gainst un-num-bered foes;
Put on the Gos-pel ar - mor; Each piece put on with prayer.
The sol -diers, o - ver - com - ing, Their crown of life shall see
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Till  ev - ry foe 1is van-quished, And Christ is Lord 1in - deed.
Let cour-age rise with dan - ger  And strength to strength op - pose.

Where du - ty calls or dan - ger,
And with the King of Glo - ry

Text: George Duffield, Jr., 1818-88, alt.
Tune: George J. Webb, 1803-87
Text and tune: Public domain
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Postlude:

Acknowledgments

Divine Service, Setting Three from Lutheran Service Book

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by
permission. All rights reserved.

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2023 Concordia Publishing House.

LEADING AND ASSISTING IN WORSHIP TODAY

PASTON ...ttt baes Pastor Christopher Hazzard
OFGANIST ...ttt ettt Marvin Dalton
Saturday
EIA@I ...ttt bbbt bbbt Lee Crapo
LOCEON ...ttt Rick Smith
AUIO...........ooe sttt Lee Crapo/Robin Fox
Sunday
EIA@I ...ttt Steve Rosane
LECROK ...t George Czanko
GrEEREN ...ttt Joann Shepker
AUAIO. ...ttt Maria Hazzard
V@O ...ttt Video TD: Kris Welch
GFX/ Stream: Robin Fox
Aar GUIld............coooo e Debbie and Rick Smith

LEADING AND ASSISTING IN WORSHIP NEXT SUNDAY

PASTON ...t Pastor Christopher Hazzard
OFGANIST ...ttt bbbt s Marvin Dalton
EIA@I ...ttt sttt seees Lee Crapo
LECEOK ...ttt aen Kim Kaniecki
GPEETLEN ...t Barbara Joost
AUIO............o ettt sttt Kyle Welch
V@O ...ttt Video TD: Kris Welch

GFX: / Stream: Robin Fox
ARQAr GUIld..............oo s Debbie and Rick Smith
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ATTENDANCE AND OFFERINGS FROM LAST WEEK

Saturday WOrship AttENAANCE ...ttt sss s ss st saes 19
Sunday WOorship AtEENAANCE. ...ttt sss s s ss s s s sasssensans 83
Envelope and LOOSE Plate OffEriNgs ...ttt sssssss s ssssssssens
SIMPIY GIVING/VANCO..c... ittt ss s ssse st ssssanes
PAYPAl OFFEIINGS ..ottt s sttt ss st
WWEDSITE (SNATEFAITN) ..ottt aeae s s seseaeasaeseseseseneseseneaesensnenes
Total of Offerings RECIVEd................. st
Misc. Income, Memorials and Special GiftS........correinrinrininnie s sesesans

ANNOUNCEMENTS

LIFE THOUGHTS IN THE CHURCH - Easter V — The God of the Scriptures displays a
decided preference for precisely the kind of lives our world despises. He devotes
particular attention to infants and elderly persons (Psalm 146:9), with no thought for who
might find them “unwanted” or “burdensome.” He would even have us emulate their
dependency upon Him (1 Peter 2:2). And He invites us to know this — and make it known
— as real life John 14:6).

FLOWER SPONSOR- No Flower Sponsor this week.
BULLETIN SPONSOR - No Bulletin Sponsor this week.

FELLOWSHIP HOUR (SUNDAY) - Team 6 is serving today; team 1 will serve next week.
Everyone is invited. There is no charge and a freewill offering is voluntary.

ELDERS MEETING - There is an Elders meeting today, Sunday, May 7™, after service.
COUNCIL MEETING - The Council will be meet Monday, May 8", at 6:30 pm.

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING - There will be a Congregational Meeting May 21°" after
service in the Fellowship Hall.

DREAM CENTER VOLUNTEERS - Volunteers are needed to help check- in and sort items
here at Christ Lutheran for the Dream Center. Please see or contact Robin Fox at 863-
513-4774 to schedule a day and time to volunteer.

RECIPES WANTED - Mary Martha is collecting favorite recipes for the Church Cookbook.
If you have a favorite recipe and would be willing to share it, please write it legibly, sign
your name on it and put it in the box located in the Narthex. There is no limit to number
of recipes you can submit.
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ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP - If you are a seasonal visitor and would be interested in an
Associate Membership with Christ Lutheran, please see an Elder.

CHURCH DIRECTORY - For those that are not aware, our church member directory is
now available online. Please see the flyer sheets in the narthex for more information or
email Kim Kaniecki at stewardship@clclakeland.org.

GREETERS NEEDED - Volunteers are needed to be Greeters in the Narthex to welcome
guest and members as they enter for service. If you are interested, please sign up on the
sign-up sheet on the Bulletin Board.

TRUSTEE VOLUNTEER DAY - If you are interested in volunteering to help with
maintenance around the church, please contact Sandy Spanier at 863-665-5572.

NAMETAGS - We would like to encourage all our members to please wear their
nametags to church. If you can't find your nametag or don’t have one, please sign-up for
one on the bulletin board in the Narthex of the church.

STEWARDSHIP CORNER- 1 Peter 2:9 - “But you are a chosen race, a royal
priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession, that you may proclaim
the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light.”
God has called us to be His own. He has chosen us out of love, out of mercy, out of sheer,
divine joy. The apostle Peter says that God chose us so that we might share in His glory
and “proclaim the excellencies of Him” who has made us His own. And truly, this is our
delight! His joy brings joy to our hearts as well.
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THIS WEEK AT CHRIST LUTHERAN

IMONAAY ...ttt bbb ss st s st snsas Council Meeting @ 6:30 pm
TUESAQAY oottt sttt ees Trustee Workday @ 9 am

Quilters @ 10 am
WEANESAQY ...t essssees Dream Center @ Christ Lutheran

Bible Study @ Noon
Private Communion 1:30 — 2:30 pm
Choir @ 7 pm

FrIA@Y .ot Church Office closed, Pastor’s Day Off
SATUIAY ..ottt Worship @ 5:30 pm
SUNAY ..ottt s bbb s st s s sas s ssnnee Bible Study @ 8:30 am

Worship Service @ 10 am
Bible Study @ 11:15 am
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