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The Sixth Sunday of Easter 

May 14, 2023 

 

As We Gather - We live in a world where we increasingly hear strange ideas. The people 

we work, play, and live near increasingly consider the truths that our God created this 

world and redeemed us to be strange. Jesus, Peter, and Paul lived in a world that had 

some striking similarities to our own. As we live out our Baptism, we are empowered by 

the Holy Spirit to love Jesus and keep His commands. We are urged to always be 

―prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in 

you‖ (1 Peter 3:15). As we do so, it is easy to fall into the angry, divisive, argumentative 

patterns that we hear in the political realm. Yet, we are called to share our hope with 

gentleness and respect, so that we keep a clear conscience and suffer for doing good 

rather than evil. 
 

Offering and Registry of Worship Cards: Please fill out a Registry of Worship Card 

found in the pew racks.  We ask that you print the names of every person in your family, 

indicating if they take communion.  One side of the card is for members and the other 

side for guests.  As the offering is collected, pass the cards to the center aisle so our 

ushers can gather them. 

Saturday Worship:  Offerings and Worship Cards  will be received in the offering plates 

at the rear of the church either upon entering or when leaving.  Thank you for your gift to 

the work of the Lord. 
 

About Protecting the Healthy: To protect yourself and others from COVID-19 and other 

infectious respiratory diseases, individuals may choose to mask at any time. Appropriate 

hand washing by everyone is encouraged. People with symptoms of an infectious illness 

are highly encouraged to stay home. Symptoms include fever or chills, cough, shortness 

of breath or difficulty breathing, fatigue, muscle or body aches, headache, new loss of 

taste or smell, sore throat, congestion or runny nose, nausea or vomiting, and diarrhea. 

Thank you for helping to keep everyone healthy as we receive God‘s gifts in worship. 
 

GENERALLY, BE MINDFUL, NOT FEARFUL.   
 

Prelude and Meditation:  Before worship we talk to God (see prayers on page 308 in the 

hymnal); during worship God talks to us; after worship we talk to one another.  
 

Prelude:                            

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

The Greeting and Sharing of Peace (stand) 
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Confession and Absolution 

Hymn of Invocation:      Gracious God, You Send Great Blessings               LSB 782 

Δ   Please stand after a brief interlude 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Gregory J. Wismar, 1946 

Tune: Columbian Harmony, 1825, Cincinnati 

Text: © 2004 Gregory J. Wismar. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000852 

Tune: Public domain 

 
Remain standing 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God 

our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us 

forgiveness. 
 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 
 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

 
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with 

which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal 

punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and 

I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, 

bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious 

and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant 

of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the 

command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 

and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

Service of the Word 

Introit 

P Your word is a lamp to my feet 

 and a light to my path. 

Forever, O LORD, your word 

 is firmly fixed in the heavens. 

 

C Your faithfulness endures to all generations; 

 you have established the earth, and it stands fast. 

By your appointment they stand this day, 

 for all things are your servants. 
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P If your law had not been my delight, 

 I would have perished in my affliction. 

I will never forget your precepts, 

 for by them you have given me life. 

 

 

 
 

Kyrie LSB 186 

 

 
 

Gloria in Excelsis LSB 187 

P Glory be to God on high:  

 

 

 



5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 
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P Let us pray. 

O God, the giver of all that is good, by Your holy inspiration grant that we may think 

those things that are right and by Your merciful guiding accomplish them; through 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

 

 
 
Sit 

 

First Reading Acts 17:16–31 

 
16While Paul was waiting for them at Athens, his spirit was provoked within him as he 

saw that the city was full of idols. 17So he reasoned in the synagogue with the Jews and 

the devout persons, and in the marketplace every day with those who happened to be 

there. 18Some of the Epicurean and Stoic philosophers also conversed with him. And 

some said, ―What does this babbler wish to say?‖ Others said, ―He seems to be a preacher 

of foreign divinities‖—because he was preaching Jesus and the resurrection. 19And they 

took hold of him and brought him to the Areopagus, saying, ―May we know what this 

new teaching is that you are presenting? 20For you bring some strange things to our ears. 

We wish to know therefore what these things mean.‖ 21Now all the Athenians and the 

foreigners who lived there would spend their time in nothing except telling or hearing 

something new. 

 
22So Paul, standing in the midst of the Areopagus, said: ―Men of Athens, I perceive that 

in every way you are very religious. 23For as I passed along and observed the objects of 

your worship, I found also an altar with this inscription, ‗To the unknown god.‘ What 

therefore you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you. 24The God who made the world 

and everything in it, being Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in temples made by 

man, 25nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself 

gives to all mankind life and breath and everything. 26And he made from one man every 

nation of mankind to live on all the face of the earth, having determined allotted periods 

and the boundaries of their dwelling place, 27that they should seek God, in the hope that 

they might feel their way toward him and find him. Yet he is actually not far from each 

one of us, 28for 

―‗In him we live and move and have our being‘; 

as even some of your own poets have said, 
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―‗For we are indeed his offspring.‘ 

29Being then God‘s offspring, we ought not to think that the divine being is like gold or 

silver or stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of man. 30The times of 

ignorance God overlooked, but now he commands all people everywhere to repent, 
31because he has fixed a day on which he will judge the world in righteousness by a man 

whom he has appointed; and of this he has given assurance to all by raising him from the 

dead.‖ 
 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Epistle 1 Peter 3:13–22 

 
13Now who is there to harm you if you are zealous for what is good? 14But even if you 

should suffer for righteousness‘ sake, you will be blessed. Have no fear of them, nor be 

troubled, 15but in your hearts regard Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to 

make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you; 16yet do 

it with gentleness and respect, having a good conscience, so that, when you are 

slandered, those who revile your good behavior in Christ may be put to shame. 17For it is 

better to suffer for doing good, if that should be God‘s will, than for doing evil. 

 
18For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, that he might 

bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive in the spirit, 19in which he 

went and proclaimed to the spirits in prison, 20because they formerly did not obey, when 

God‘s patience waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was being prepared, in which a 

few, that is, eight persons, were brought safely through water. 21Baptism, which 

corresponds to this, now saves you, not as a removal of dirt from the body but as an 

appeal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22who has 

gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers 

having been subjected to him. 
 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 

 

Holy Gospel John 14:15–21 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fourteenth chapter. 

 

 



8 

 

 

 
15[Jesus said:] ―If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 16And I will ask the 

Father, and he will give you another Helper, to be with you forever, 17even the Spirit of 

truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You 

know him, for he dwells with you and will be in you. 

 
18―I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. 19Yet a little while and the world 

will see me no more, but you will see me. Because I live, you also will live. 20In that day 

you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. 21Whoever has my 

commandments and keeps them, he it is who loves me. And he who loves me will be 

loved by my Father, and I will love him and manifest myself to him.‖ 

 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 

 
 

 

 

Nicene Creed  

C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all 

things visible and invisible.  And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten 

Son of God, begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of 

Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with 

the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our 

salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the 

virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius 

Pilate.  He suffered and was buried.  And the third day He rose again according 

to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the 

Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the 

dead, whose kingdom will have no end. And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the 

Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the 

Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the 

prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I 

acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the 

resurrection of the dead and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 
Sit 
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Hymn of the Day:                    Lord of All Nations, Grant Me Grace                LSB 844 

 

 

 

 
Text: Olive Wise Spannaus, 1916–2018, alt. 

Tune: Georg Joseph, 17th cent., adapt. 

Text: © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000852 

Tune: Public domain 

 

 

Sermon:                           “Telling and Hearing Something New” 

Acts 17:16-31 
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Stand 

 

Offertory LSB 192 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
Sit 

 

 

 

Gathering of Our Tithes and Offerings (Sunday Only) 

Registry of Worship Cards (Sunday Only) – Please pass your completed cards to the 

center aisle. 

 
Stand 

 

 

Prayer of the Church 
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Service of the Sacrament 

Preface LSB 194 

P The Lord be with you. 

 
 

 

P Lift up your hearts. 

 
 

 

P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 

 
 

 

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God. And most especially are 

we bound to praise You on this day for the glorious resurrection of Your Son, Jesus 

Christ, the very Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us and bore the sins of the 

world. By His dying He has destroyed death, and by His rising again He has restored 

to us everlasting life. Therefore with Mary Magdalene, Peter and John, and with all 

the witnesses of the resurrection, with angels and archangels, and with all the 

company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You 

and singing: 
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Sanctus LSB 195 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Lord’s Prayer LSB 179 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come,      

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread;      

and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;      

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the   

kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Words of Our Lord LSB 197 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He 

had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: ―Take, eat; this is 

My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.‖ 

 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, 

He gave it to them, saying: ―Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My 

T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you 

drink it, in remembrance of Me.‖ 
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Pax Domini LSB 197 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 

 
 

Agnus Dei LSB 198 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Sit 

 

Distribution:                     Distribution Hymns (Sunday Only) 

LSB 461 I Know That My Redeemer Lives 

LSB 537 Beautiful Savior 
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Stand 

 

Nunc Dimittis LSB 199 
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Thanksgiving LSB 200 

P O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 

 
 

(Saturday)   

P Let us pray together. 

C I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You 

have graciously kept me this day; and I pray that You would forgive me all my 

sins where I have done wrong, and graciously keep me this night.  For into Your 

hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things.  Let Your holy angel 

be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen. 

 

(Sunday) 

P Let us pray. 

O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-kindness 

sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have 

given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake Your 

children but always to rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be 

enabled constantly to serve You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
 

P The Lord be with you. 

 
 

Benedicamus LSB 202 

P Bless we the Lord. 
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Benediction LSB 202 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 

 
 

 

Closing Hymn:                          Son of God, Eternal Savior                          LSB  842 
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Text: Somerset T. C. Lowry, 1855–1932, alt. 

Tune: Oude en Nieuwe Hollantse . . . Contradanseu, c. 1710, Amsterdam 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Postlude: 
Acknowledgments 

Divine Service, Setting Three from Lutheran Service Book 

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV
®

 Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version
®

), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by 

permission. All rights reserved. 

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2023 Concordia Publishing House. 

 

 

 

 

LEADING AND ASSISTING IN WORSHIP TODAY 
 

Pastor ............................................................................................................. Pastor Christopher Hazzard 

Organist ................................................................................................................................... Marvin Dalton 
 

 

Saturday 
 

Elder ............................................................................................................................................. Steve Rosane 

Lector ................................................................................................................................................ Rick Smith 

Audio ........................................................................................................................... Lee Crapo/Robin Fox 
 

Sunday 

Elder ................................................................................................................................................... Lee Crapo 

Lector ........................................................................................................................................... Kim Kaniecki 

Greeter....................................................................................................................................... Barbara Joost 

Audio ................................................................................................................................................ Kyle Welch 

Video .......................................................................................................................... Video TD:  Kris Welch 

  GFX/ Stream: Robin Fox 

Altar Guild .................................................................................................. Debbie and Rick Smith 
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LEADING AND ASSISTING IN WORSHIP NEXT SUNDAY 
 

Pastor ............................................................................................................. Pastor Christopher Hazzard 

Organist ................................................................................................................................... Marvin Dalton 

Elder ......................................................................................................................................... Carlos Orellana 

Lector ...................................................................................................................................... Carlos Orellana 

Greeter...................................................................................................................................................................  

Audio ......................................................................................................................................... Maria Hazzard 

Video ........................................................................................................................... Video TD: Kris Welch 

  GFX: / Stream: Robin Fox 

Altar Guild .................................................................................................. Debbie and Rick Smith  
 
 

 

 

ATTENDANCE AND OFFERINGS FROM LAST WEEK 

 

Saturday Worship Attendance ................................................................................................................. 24 

Sunday Worship Attendance.................................................................................................................... 92 

Envelope and Loose Plate Offerings ..................................................................................................... 00 

Simply Giving/Vanco.................................................................................................................................... $0 

Paypal Offerings ............................................................................................................................................ $0 

Website (ShareFaith) .................................................................................................................................... $0 

Total of Offerings Received ................................................................................................................... $0 

Misc. Income, Memorials and Special Gifts ........................................................................................ $0 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

LIFE THOUGHTS IN THE CHURCH- Easter VI/Mother’s Day – The reason for the hope 

that is in us rests upon the Lord‘s creating, redeeming, and calling of every human being. 

The reason for the hope that is in us does not rely on anyone else‘s age, appearance, or 

ability. Advocating for the sanctity of life gives the reason for the hope that is in us, and 

we declare and demonstrate it with a mother‘s tenderness and tenacity (1 Peter 3:15). 
 

FLOWER SPONSOR– No Flower Sponsor this week. 
 

BULLETIN SPONSOR – No Bulletin Sponsor this week. 
 

FELLOWSHIP HOUR (SUNDAY) – Team 1 is serving today; team 2 will serve next week.  

Everyone is invited.  There is no charge and a freewill offering is voluntary.  

 

BIBLE STUDY AND PRIVATE COMMUNION CANCELLED THIS WEEK– Wednesday 

Bible Study and Private Communion are cancelled this week, May 17th.  It will resume next 

Wednesday May 24th. 
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PASTOR OUT OF THE OFFICE – Pastor will be out of the office this week attending the 

Emergent Leadership Training. 
 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING – There will be a Congregational Meeting next Sunday, 

May 21st, after service in the Fellowship Hall. 
 

DREAM CENTER VOLUNTEERS – Volunteers are needed to help check- in and sort items 

here at Christ Lutheran for the Dream Center.  Please see or contact Robin Fox at 863-

513-4774 to schedule a day and time to volunteer.  
 

RECIPES WANTED - Mary Martha is collecting favorite recipes for the Church Cookbook.  

If you have a favorite recipe and would be willing to share it, please write it legibly, sign 

your name on it and put it in the box located in the Narthex.  There is no limit to number 

of recipes you can submit.  
 

ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP – If you are a seasonal visitor and would be interested in an 

Associate Membership with Christ Lutheran, please see an Elder. 
 

CHURCH DIRECTORY – For those that are not aware, our church member directory is 

now available online.  Please see the flyer sheets in the narthex for more information or 

email Kim Kaniecki at stewardship@clclakeland.org. 
 

GREETERS NEEDED – Volunteers are needed to be Greeters in the Narthex to welcome 

guest and members as they enter for service.  If you are interested, please sign up on the 

sign-up sheet on the Bulletin Board. 
 

TRUSTEE VOLUNTEER DAY – If you are interested in volunteering to help with 

maintenance around the church, please contact Sandy Spanier at 863-665-5572. 
 

NAMETAGS – We would like to encourage all our members to please wear their 

nametags to church. If you can‘t find your nametag or don‘t have one, please sign-up for 

one on the bulletin board in the Narthex of the church. 
 

STEWARDSHIP CORNER - John 14:15 – “If you love me, you will keep my 

commandments.” Jesus is clear: our obedience to His Word comes from our love for 

Him. But where does that love come from? Jesus tells us that as well: ―Her sins, which are 

many, are forgiven — for she loved much‖ (Luke 7:47). Christ shows us His love and gives 

us the forgiveness of our sins, which causes love to well up in us and thereby keep the 

commandments of Jesus. For after all, the summary of the Law is ―love.‖ 
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THIS WEEK AT CHRIST LUTHERAN 
 

Monday ...................................................................... Pastor at Emergent Leader Training this week 

Tuesday ............................................................................................................... Trustee Workday @ 9 am 

 Quilters @ 10 am 

Wednesday ........................................................................................ Dream Center @ Christ Lutheran 

 NO Bible Study   

  NO Private Communion  

 Youth @ 6:30 pm 

 Choir @ 7 pm 

Friday......................................................................................... Church Office closed, Pastor‘s Day Off 

Saturday ........................................................................................................................ Worship @ 5:30 pm 

Sunday ...................................................................................................................... Bible Study @ 8:30 am 

 Worship Service @ 10 am 

 Bible Study @ 11:15 am 

 Congregational Meeting 

 


