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Christ Lutheran Church

2715 Lakeland Hills Blvd
Phone: 863-682-7802

Sun Mon Tue Thu Fri Sat
1 . 2 3 4 5 6 7
gtig?/ Bible Private Com.
10a Worship Trustee WD 1:30 - 2:30p
11:15 Bible Bible Study @
Study ?Lét(;each @ Youth @ 6p 10a 5:30p Worship
Fellowship =Up Jr. Confirmation
Starts @ 7p
Elders Meeting Choir @ 7p
8 _ 9 10 11 12 13 14
gtig?/ Bible Mary Martha @ | gible Study @ Winter Haven
Trustee WD 9a 10a Zone Rally @
10a Worship Private Com. Grace WH
11:15 Bible 1:30-2:30p Church Office CLC Block Party
Study . . Closed 11AM - 3PM
Jr. Confirmation 5:30p Worship
Council Mtg @ @7p '
6:30p Choir @ 7p
15 18 2
§:333 Bible ° ’ Private Com ° ° “
tuady Trustee WD . ;
10a Worship Church Office 1:30 - 230p ?:)bale StUdy @
11:15 Bible Closed
Study Youth @ 6p SHINE Medicare ;
Jr. Confirmation | presentation @ >:30p Worship
@7p 1:30p
Choir @ 7p
22
8:30a Bible 23 24 25 26 27 28
Study - Trustee WD Private Com.
10a Worship | 9 AM Deadiine for 1:30 - 2:30p Bible Study @
ewsletter items 10a
11:15 Bible . .
Study Jr. Confirmation 5:30p Worship
- @7p =P
Comank/lntlcatlon
Boar i
8 Choir @ 7p Paper Pumpkin
@ 6:30p
29 30 31
8:30a Bible Trustee WD
Study
10a Worship
11:15 Bible
Study
No Fellowship
Hour today
Stewardship
Meeting
Reformation

Service & Meal

Bulletin announcements are due each Tuesday by 9:00 a.m.
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The Infirmed
and
The Homebound

Remember to keep these
people in your daily
prayers.

Vi Bertsch
Sen & Dale Campbell
Joanne Ditton
Donita Duncan
Marilyn Gillette
Hazel Gust
Al Herman
Judy Kargel
Fran Klug
Dorothy Lovelace
Don & Nancy Matter
Nell Morgan
Fran Murphy
Lois Smith
Norma Tipton
Amy Wilson
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Karen Crick@nbDerger....... . ssisae s ssessssens

[
Tyler Vogt................ |,
LINAA SEOIES ..ottt
MIChAEl SIMONAS ...t
DIiane DONAIASON ...ttt
WIHHAIM LESSEN ...ttt ss s sasaesans
PAUIETEE NUNEGZ.......eeee ettt saen
Carissa Partheymueller ... Oct 12
DAWN PELEIS ...ttt Oct 12
IMAEY WIHEE ..ottt Oct 14
DONNA RACET ...ttt s et senasanaes Oct 14
Blake AIDFIGNT ...ttt ees Oct 15
DON RACET ...ttt Oct 16
PAt HUI ...ttt ettt sennanees Oct 19
SAUNAI HOTIM@N ...t Oct 24
IMAFK STUCKEI ...ttt saee Oct 26
Carlos OFllana ...ttt Oct 29

I .
Pam O'Neil and Bradley O'Neil ........cccovrrreirinrrrreirrrrenns Oct 3, (48 yrs.)
Don and DONNa RACEN ... Oct 17, (64 yrs.)
Dan and Violet Zabel ... Oct 17, (64 yrs.)
Jerry and Linda POOIE ... Oct 25, (20 yrs.)
Eileen Hanson and Paul HanSON ..o, Oct 30, (30 yrs.)

Altar vGuild

L

Thank you to Sandy Spanier and Larry Nimetz who served for the month of September.
Sandy Spanier and Janette Williams will serve for the month of October. Thank you for
your service to the Lord and Christ Lutheran Church.

If you are a member or an associate member, and your information is missing or incorrect, please notify the church office.



The Christogram - October, 2023

Page 5

Baptismal Birthdey Blessing

(Leader reads:)

Loving God,

You created all the people of the world, and you know each of
us by name. We thank you for (Name) who celebrates the an-

niversary of his/her baptism. Bless him/her with your love, that

he/she may grow in wisdom, knowledge, and grace. May
he/she love his/her family always, and be ever faithful to God.
Grant this through Christ our Lord. (All;) Amen

(Place your hands on the person’s head or shoulders.)

May God, in whose presence our ancestors walked, bless you
(All:) Amen

May God, who has been your shepherd from birth until now,
keep you. (All 1) Amen

May God, who saves you from all harm, give you peace. (All:)
Amen and Amen

Betty Davenport......eeneneinceeineneene Oct 1
Dawn Kahre ... Oct 1
AUdrey Crapo.....rneneeeisssseesesssssseen. Oct 3
Helen Gavin ... Oct 4
LeE Crapo .. Oct 5
Arleen SMith ..., Oct 8
Carol Ceaglske ... Oct 10
Earl WomacK........c.coeueeieeceeceeeeeeee Oct 15
JO ANN DittON . Oct 17
JONN FreEr ., Oct 20

DON’'T FORGET BAGS FOR
TALBOT HOUSE —

Thank you to all of you who
continue to support this ministry! Talbot
House does extraordinary things to help
the homeless. We are blessed to share
in that ministry! Their doors are open to
both men and women and they provide
meals, shelter, & clothing, and direct
them to medical care as needed. We
collect offerings of canned goods-meat,
vegetables, fruit, soup, paper goods-
paper towels, toilet paper,

napkins; cleaning supplies; soap-
dishwashing, personal soap, laundry;
toothbrushes & toothpaste. We also
collect gently used clothes -free from
stains, and have working zippers and
buttons. There are especially marked
baskets in the mail room at the back of
the church to place your offerings. Our
pickup day is the second Tuesday of
every month. We also have a box on
top of the table where you may place
unused medicines, empty pill

bottles, and unopened bottles of over
the counter medicines. Talbot House
uses the empty pill bottles to measure
out soap and shampoo for the
residents. Please remove labels from
the empty bottles. Large containers of
spices, flour, and sugar are real
blessings.
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From the Pastor......

Martin Luther on Holiness

In Matthew 13:33 Jesus tells us about “..the leaven which the woman mixes in three
measures of meal until it is leavened through and through. The new leaven is the faith and
grace of the Spirit, Who does not leaven the whole lump through at once, but gently and
slowly makes us altogether like Himself, new bread of God. This life, therefore, is not
righteousness but growth in righteousness, not health but healing, not being but becoming,
not rest but exercise; we are not yet what we shall be, but we are growing toward it; the
process is not yet finished, but it is going on; this is not the end, but it is the road; all does not
yet gleam with glory, but all is being purified.” (An Argument in Defense of all the Articles of
Dr. Martin Luther Wrongly Condemned in the Roman Bull, 1520. Translation C.M. Jacobs).

We are all works in progress. We do not live the Godly lives that we want to live. As St. Paul
says, “For | have the desire to do what is right, but not the ability to carry it out. For | do not
do the good | want, but the evil | do not want is what | keep on doing” (Romans 18b-19). And
so, we often find ourselves frustrated. We lack the self-control that we think we should
possess. We struggle to act upon the faith given us in Baptism. Sin is the maddening norm in
our fallen world.

The good news is that we have God’s imputed holiness given to us, freely, solely by His grace
and mercy on account of Christ. As Luther said, “If we believe in Christ, we are considered
absolutely just for His sake, in faith. Later, after the death of this flesh, in the other life, we
shall attain perfect righteousness and have within us that absolute righteousness which we
have now only by imputation through the merit of Christ” (Luther, Exposition of Psalm 45:6,
1533). Until then, we possess a “...godly and holy despair which all who would be saved must
confess with mouth and heart” (Luther, Exposition of Galatians 5:17, 1531). The despair
drives us back to the Word of the Cross and the Word of the Gospel. God will continue to love
us despite of ourselves until that day when we are freed from sinning: “When we shall finally
stop lying, deceiving, stealing, murdering, robbing, committing adultery, we shall have
become pious, that is, when they use the shovel to put us under the ground. For St. Paul says:
‘He that is dead is freed from sin’ (Rom 6:7)” (one of John Aurifaber’s collections of Luther’s
sayings).

Pastor Chris

Continued on page 7
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Continued from page 6

Quick, Usable, Comprehensive, Concise

Lutheranism 101

New Study: Lutheranism 101: Worship
Starting October 1%, 8:30 a.m. and October 12", 10:00 a.m. (hybrid)
From the description:

All over the world, Lutherans gather to worship. But what makes Lutheran worship
different?

Lutheran worship is a continual conversation between God and the believer, in which
we focus on Jesus, who is present with and for us through His Word and Sacrament.
Through the hymns, liturgy, and prayers in the Divine Service, we receive the precious
gifts our Lord desires to give us: the forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation.

Worship expands on the topic from Lutheranism 101, presenting background
information on the development of Lutheran worship, a deeper look at the parts of
the worship service, and an understanding of why Lutheran worship is both consistent
with the way Christians have worshiped over the centuries as well as a unique
expression of Lutheran theology.

To be placed on the list to receive a Zoom link, please contact the church office.
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Mary Martha

The Mary Martha quilters have began meeting again after their summer break.
Quilts have been distributed to LEO (for children removed from their homes,)
Veterans, One More Child, and the School Board.

Mary Martha has begun a “Benevolence Fund,” in order to help offset the expenses of large
memorials in the future!

Mary Martha has purchased a new and beautiful Christmas Tree for the Fellowship Hall to
replace the worn one. We can’t wait to display it for you!

A Congregational Potluck lunch was served on Sunday, September 17, at which time we
welcomed new members. (see pictures on page 16) Thank you to everyone for such yummy
dishes, a good time was had by all! We will begin “Fellowship” on October first, after the 10AM
Worship Service. Everyone come over to the Fellowship Hall for some great food!

We held an election of officers for the year; Charlotte Mantz, President, Joyce Munz is
returning as Vice President, Lynnette Newman as Treasurer, and Judi Rudolph as Secretary.
Mary Martha would like to thank Belinda Freer and Helen Borgwardt for their years of service
as officers! They aren’t going anywhere, except vacations, just stepping down as officers!

Our newest member of Mary Martha, Lora Wacker, has graciously agreed to take over our
correspondence of the guild as Violet Zabel is stepping down from this position. Thank You,
Violet for your long time service in this important job.

Mary Martha has tentative dates for upcoming events; the rummage sale will be on January
20, 2024, the Fashion Show on February 10, 2024, and our “Accessories” sale, formally known
as our “Purse Sale,” will be held on March 10, 2024.

Our next meeting will be held on October 11 in the Fellowship Hall at 9 am. The officers will
bring refreshments.

Mary Martha continues to collect recipes for our upcoming CLC cookbook! Please put you
name somewhere on the recipe! We will be winding down the collection of recipes during the
next few months, so please submit as soon as possible!

Mary Martha will be collecting Christmas Tree Ornaments from families in our congregation for
our second year! We can’t wait to see your ornaments on our shiny new tree we purchased
for the Fellowship hall! The box for ornaments will be placed in the Fellowship Hall after our

Reformation service on October 29! We will put the ornaments up from last year, but you may
continued on page 9

Looking for Christ Lutheran in social media? Check us out at our website: www.clclakeland.org
Feel free to leave comments! We are also on Facebook at: Christ Lutheran Church Lakeland-LCMS. Please like,
follow, and share on your Facebook page. You may also leave comments on our Facebook page.
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Continued from page 8

submit a new one. Please put your family name on the ornament. We request that
the theme of your ornament be appropriate for a Church Tree, no Santa’s, Disney, etc. Your
ornament can be hand made or purchased!

Craft Sale and Bazaar - Due to lack of vendor participation, the Craft Sale and Bazaar
scheduled on November 11th, has been cancelled.

The LWML National Convention was held in Milwaukee, Wisconsin this summer. We received
the report of Mites collected over the past two years which totaled over $S2 million

dollars! The goal over the next two years is 2.3 million! Way to go! Lots of Missions were
funded with these mites. A list of these Missions will be distributed on LWML Sunday,
October 8.

The Florida / Georgia District retreat was held on September 22-24 in St. Augustine.
Charlotte was the only member from CLC who was able to attend. What a great speaker in
Sharla Fritz! The theme was “Enough for Now.” We would like to thank everyone for their
generous donations of baby items for the maternity home in St Augustine. The executive
director told us all about these young women and how this home helps them move on to a
better life for themselves and their children.

FALL RALLY

The LWML Winter Haven Zone Fall Rally will be held on Saturday, October 14 at Grace
Lutheran Church in Winter Haven. The theme will be “Being God’s Jewels.” The cost is
$10.00 for lunch, $5.00 for young women'’s representative (optional.). Bring extra cash as
there will be a Purse Sale! Our gifts from the heart will be MORE baby items! These will go
to “Life Choice Pregnancy Center” in Winter Haven. In addition to baby items, we are also

collecting “mommy” items for these ladiesin a
LWML ZONE RALLY  Winter Haven

crisis pregnancy such as nursing items and personal items SATURDAY OCTOBER 14 9 AN -2 PA
for after birth care. We are using the same box in the FRICHLTIRRINCIRGH S MTERAAE
narthex for these items as the prior baby collection. A sign up Connnal Bt nd i Lnch 510
Sheet for Carpooling Wi” be On the bu”etin board in the Morning will include a discussion of thoughtful ways to defend your pro life beliefs
. Gifts from the Heart Intake
Narthex. For more info text Charlotte at 863-409-6270 or D S i
email to clmantz@aol.com. recening bankets
beby bottles )
_"“;b::n‘;ﬂi?;ﬁe?::f? :°““"5 )
. . size 3- lapers uggies or Fampers,
LWML Sunday will be held at Christ Lutheran on October 8th Amazon and Walmrt gift cards
during the Sunday morning worship service. Information Tmken’ii"u}T‘;tgf;:;‘;}ii:ﬁf;‘f%adz)
ucks cooling YVIP.eS \witcl azel pads,
about LWML and their missions will be available. S preampads

Special "THEME GIFT" to choose and take home at end of rally

"And they shall be mine, saith the LORD of hosts...my jewels."
Malachi 3:17 z
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Ode to my Wife the Quilter

She learned to quilt on Monday,
Her stitches were very fine,

She forgot to thaw out dinner,
So we went out to dine.

She quilted miniatures on Tuesday,
She said they are a must,

They really were quite lovely,

But, she forgot to dust.

On Wednesday, it was a sampler,
She says the stipplings are fun,
What hi-lites! What shadows!
But, the laundry wasn’t done.

Her patches were on Thursday,
Green, yellow, blue and red,

| guess she really was engrossed,
She never made the bed.

It was wall hanging on Friday,
In colors she adores,

It never bothered her at all,
The crumbs on all the floors.

| found a maid on Saturday,

My week is now complete,

My wife can quilt the hours away,
The house will still be neat.

Well, it’s already Sunday,

| think I'm about to wilt.

| cursed, | raved, | ranted,

The MAID has learned to QUILT!

Unknown

WO S

k.

I

Thank you!
| want to take the time to say Thank You for
everything. The support and love all involved
over the many years. For the service, prayers,
and time that was given to Connie and myself.

May God bless each and all.
Love Garrett Timmons and Boys

| wish | could hand write a note to each.

Hand made by C.T.
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Reformation Meal Task Force

The Reformation Meal task force committee met on Sept 21 to finalize our menu and lists of
needs for the Reformation Dinner. The Churches in our Winter Haven zone take turns hosting
this event, and this year it’s US! This is a CONGREGATIONAL EVENT! This is not a Mary-
Martha event. We need ALL HANDS on DECK! If you are physically able to help, we ask that
you sign up to do so! If you need a sitting position for those who are unable to stand for long
periods or at all, we have jobs you can help with! We will be setting up a table for sign up’s for
tasks every Sunday prior to Reformation! Please stop to see what you can

do! We are very excited for this event and we want to be the best hosts that we @
can! If you have any questions you may call or text Charlotte Mantz at 863-409-

6270 or email at clmantz@aol.com, or call the Church office and Terry can *
forward any questions. Thank you all!

Reformation

Winter Haven Circuit Reformation Festival Service

Christ Lutheran Church
2715 Lakeland Hills Blvd
Lakeland, FL 33805
863-682-7802
http://clcLakeland.org

LUTHERAN
CHURCH

Sunday October 29, 2023
4:00 PM

(3:30 PM - Pre-service music)

Guest Preacher: Rev. Dr. Gregory P. Seltz
Executive Director for the Lutheran Center
for Religious Liberty (LCRL), Washington, DC,

and Speaker Emeritus at Lutheran Hour Ministries

A German-style dinner will be served following the Worship Service
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Stewardship T

ST
It appears that we’ve actually made it through another Florida summer! The

heat and humidity were unbearable at times. It was a tough season. But then life is full of
tough seasons. We all know that. Good times, not-so-good times, we all go through them.
But we must remember that God will be with us through these valleys, as David tells us that
in Psalm 23:4. So as we come out of this hot “valley” of a summer and head into a cooler
(hopefully) Autumn, let’s brush the dust off ourselves and jump back into the activities of the
church and our surroundings.

There are many things that need to happen on a regular basis and many people are needed
to keep things running smoothly. For a church to be healthy and survive it needs people
committed to its success. We see so many new faces here and we are overjoyed that God has
led you to this place. We encourage you to dip your toe into the working side of the church.
See what God has planned for you here. However, we also encourage people who’ve been
here a while to also step into a more active presence here. It’s easy to get into a rut. But it’s
also not that hard to get out of one with God’s help. He has a purpose for each person. The
question is: Are you doing your part to fulfill that purpose?

As has been said before, everyone can do something! The Altar Guild and the Counters
would greatly appreciate people willing to serve. The choir, Outreach, Mary Martha groups
and many others, would all love your participation and service.

October is ‘Time, Talent & Treasure’ focus month. So, let’s all closely examine how we use
each of these; and check to see that we are giving God our first and best fruits.

October is also Pastor Appreciation month. We encourage our members to reach out to
Pastor Hazzard and his family and let them know how much he and they are appreciated
here at Christ Lutheran Church.

Lastly, | spoke last month of a “Pray for Your Pew” campaign. | hope and pray that each
member continues to pray for God to send people that need His love and forgiveness, to fill
their pew or one near them! Your prayers are powerful so use them for His glory and our
good!

Have a blessed October.
In Christ,

=
Kim Kaniecki T 1 M

Board of Stewardship g 2 W @)

TREASURE
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Christ Lutheran Church Council Meeting in a Nutshell
By Robin Fox, Council Secretary, September 11, 2023 Q
%?’

Treasure: Jon Lindstrom

For the month of August our actual performance is at a negative compared to budgeted
amounts. For YTD our actual performance is at a negative compared to the  budgeted
amounts. There were three noteworthy expense items this month. Victor Hippe for Pastor
continuing education, Carlos Orellana for Central American Missions, and Randolph Air Con-
ditioning.

Our undedicated bank funds are . The Stewardship reports our total church income is
about 10.4% higher this year than in 2022 at the end of August.

We reviewed 2024 budget as proposed by Council members.

Pastor Report: Pastor Christopher Hazzard

President’s Equip Conference: September 28" -30™, Orlando, and Circuit Reformation Rally,
October 29", we are hosting. The Membership Survey letter is scheduled to be mailed this
week.

President: John Freer

There haven’t been any major issues this past month at our church. We continue to see new
visitors coming to our church, several are local residents. Please continue to greet visitors and
make them feel like they are part of our church family. The nomination committee has been
working hard to find candidates to fill the five vacant positions. If any of these committee
members have questions or you have suggestions for filling the vacant positions, please help
them any way you can. Very few people have shown interest in filling the vacant council
positions. A motion was made by John Freer to contact a CPA for the treasure position. This
will be a contract employee. Motion Passed. The council will need to discuss transfer of funds
from the trust of Floyd Johnson. Blake Albright is going to research CD rates. Sandy Spanier
will get three quotes for flooring for the church secretary’s office. Kris Welch will propose
another youth dedicated fund next month.

Vice President: Ted Nelson

Nothing to report.

Christian Education: Annie Smith

A motion was made by Kim Kaniecki to have SHINE come to discuss the new 2024 Medicare
on October 19th at 1:30pm to 3:30pm.

continued on page 14
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Continued from page 13

Board of Elders: Carlos Orellana

Attendance — People are asking for membership. We reviewed the CLC membership letter.
There were nominations for Elders and shut-in visitations are continuing.

Stewardship: Kim Kaniecki

Planning a new member celebration on Sept 17th during the Potluck Sunday.

Board of Outreach: Blake Albright

The Dream Center will be joining Outreach with our Block Party on October 14™. We will be
providing Christmas Baskets for Lighthouse.

Board of Communications: Kris Welch

We received and reviewing the quote from MABE for upgrades to the audio and streaming.

Trustee Report: Sandy Spanier

We have had a busy month. Several things have been repaired or fixed or just done:
Shampooing carpets, cleaning up property, replaced door closure on SE sanctuary door,
replaced sprayer wand on pressure washer. We received information from the Fire Dept.
that we do not need the fire alarm system. We do need a bell alarm in the kitchen for the
gas stove. We are investigating our options.

Youth Board:

Nothing to report.

Respectfully submitted,
Robin Fox
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Central America Missions October 2023

The blessings have been overwhelming, but desperately needed. One of our volunteer
surgeons who works at Merritt Island Hospital had a large donation of medical supplies. It
was so large that my biggest concern was being unable to ship it, but | thought; God will
provide.

| sent out a cry for help and two friends responded. One of them belongs to the Fidalgo
Rotary Club in Anacortes, Washington. This Rotary Club paid for the whole shipment. Now |
still have some money left from that donation that can be used for future shipments.

On my way back from making this shipment in Miami; | had to stop by Cocoa Beach to pick up
a large donation of linens, towels, and gowns. | filled up my cargo trailer and the back of my
truck. | know how much these are needed; specially at the orphanages. I've seen what they
have for blankets.

God is great and will help us to share our blessings. He will help us to take these items where
they are needed.

Thank you Christ Lutheran for supporting this mission. Keep us in your prayers to help those
who cannot help themselves.

AO Y
Carlos Orellana
&%

ClFrERSS

S MAks

SHINE Presentation

MARK your calendars for this important meeting on: OCTOBER 19, at 1:30

SHINE p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. Jean Berken, counselor from SHINE will be
Eleer;iitllllg presenting a meeting on Medicare from an unbiased health insurance
Insurance perspective. She will give us the scoop on Medicare’s Annual Open enroll-
Needs of ment, and changes for 2024. Let me know if you plan to attend by sign-
Elders ing up on the sign-up sheet in the Narthex, to help us know how many
chairs to setup. It is open to the public, so invite a friend. Annie Smith

CLC Block Party
There will be a neighborhood block party on Saturday, October 14th, from 11AM - 3PM.
We will have grilled hot dogs, hamburger, etc. We will need volunteers for two shifts - three
and half hours each , 9AM - 12:30 PM and 12:30 PM - 4 PM. There will be a sign-up sheet on
the Narthex Bulletin Board. Church members are invited to come
and meet your fellow church members and our neighbors.

Outreach Committee
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NEW MEMBER SUNDAY AND CHURCH POTLUCK




