Third Sunday in Advent
December 17, 2023

As We Gather - "Advent” literally means “coming.” This sacred season is for the purpose
of Jesus coming to us and coming for us. As we count down the days until Christmas, our
hearts are getting ready to celebrate Jesus' initial arrival, His first advent, when He
entered into our world as the babe of Bethlehem. At the same time, we prepare our
hearts for His second advent, His final coming, when He will return to earth to judge both
the living and the dead and to give eternal life to all who trust in Him. Our Readings for
today remind us of the special ministry of John the Baptist, who came as a witness to
Christ, the light of the world. John himself was not the light, nor was he the centerpiece of
God's plan to save the world; no, John's life was dedicated to preparing the way before
the Lord and to get people ready for Jesus coming to save us. In many ways, we are
invited to be like John: to trust in Jesus, our Savior and King, and then let the world know
He is coming to the rescue of His people.

Offering and Registry of Worship Cards: Please fill out a Registry of Worship Card
found in the pew racks. We ask that you print the names of every person in your family,
indicating if they take communion. One side of the card is for members and the other
side for guests. As the offering is collected, pass the cards to the center aisle so our
ushers can gather them.

Saturday Worship: Offerings and Worship Cards will be received in the offering
plates at the rear of the church either upon entering or when leaving. Thank you for
your gift to the work of the Lord.

About Protecting the Healthy: To protect yourself and others from COVID-19 and other
infectious respiratory diseases, individuals may choose to mask at any time. Appropriate
hand washing by everyone is encouraged. People with symptoms of an infectious illness
are highly encouraged to stay home. Symptoms include fever or chills, cough, shortness
of breath or difficulty breathing, fatigue, muscle or body aches, headache, new loss of
taste or smell, sore throat, congestion or runny nose, nausea or vomiting, and diarrhea.
Thank you for helping to keep everyone healthy as we receive God's gifts in worship.

GENERALLY, BE MINDFUL, NOT FEARFUL.

Prelude and Meditation: Before worship we talk to God (see prayers on page 308 in
the hymnal); during worship God talks to us; after worship we talk to one another.

Prelude:

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Greeting and Sharing of Peace stang)
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Confession and Absolution

Hymn of Invocation: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel LSB 357
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5 O come, Thou Key of David, come,
And open wide our heav'nly home;
Make safe the way that leads on high,
And close the path to misery. Refrain



Stand

O come, Thou Dayspring from on high,

And cheer us by Thy drawing nigh;

Disperse the gloomy clouds of night,

And death'’s dark shadows put to flight. Refrain

O come, Desire of nations, bind

In one the hearts of all mankind;

Bid Thou our sad divisions cease,

And be Thyself our King of Peace. Refrain

Text: Latin, c. 12th cent.; Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, 1710, K&In; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-66, alt.
Tune: French, 15th cent.
Text and tune: Public domain

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

®

®

In the name of the Father and of the "I Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.

(P)

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We
have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present
and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on
us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and
walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives
you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, |
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the I Son and of
the Holy Spirit.

Amen.



Service of the Word
Introit

P] Show us your steadfast love, O LORD,
and grant us your salvation.
Let me hear what God the LORD will speak,
for he will speak peace to his people, to his saints; but let them not turn back to
folly.

Surely his salvation is near to those who fear him,
that glory may dwell in our land.
Yes, the LorD will give what is good,
and our land will yield its increase.

P} Righteousness will go before him
and make his footsteps a way.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Show us your steadfast love, O LORD,
and grant us your salvation.

Kyrie LSB 152
P} In peace let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

P} For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
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P] For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for
the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

P] For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to
the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

P} Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
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A - men.

Salutation and Collect of the Day
P} The Lord be with you.
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And al - so with you.

P} Let us pray.
Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers and to lighten the darkness of
our hearts by Your gracious visitation; for You live and reign with the Father and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

A - men



Sit

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11

'"The Spirit of the Lord Gob is upon me,

because the LORD has anointed me
to bring good news to the poor;

he has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted,
to proclaim liberty to the captives,

and the opening of the prison to those who are bound;
“to proclaim the year of the LorD's favor,

and the day of vengeance of our God;

to comfort all who mourn;
3to grant to those who mourn in Zion—

to give them a beautiful headdress instead of ashes,
the oil of gladness instead of mourning,

the garment of praise instead of a faint spirit;
that they may be called oaks of righteousness,

the planting of the LORD, that he may be glorified.
*They shall build up the ancient ruins;

they shall raise up the former devastations;
they shall repair the ruined cities,

the devastations of many generations. . . .

®For | the LORD love justice;
| hate robbery and wrong;
| will faithfully give them their recompense,
and | will make an everlasting covenant with them.
*Their offspring shall be known among the nations,
and their descendants in the midst of the peoples;
all who see them shall acknowledge them,
that they are an offspring the LORD has blessed.
" will greatly rejoice in the LORD;
my soul shall exult in my God,
for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation;
he has covered me with the robe of righteousness,
as a bridegroom decks himself like a priest with a beautiful headdress,
and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.
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"For as the earth brings forth its sprouts,

and as a garden causes what is sown in it to sprout up,
so the Lord Gob will cause righteousness and praise

to sprout up before all the nations.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Epistle 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24

"®Rejoice always, "pray without ceasing, "®give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the
will of God in Christ Jesus for you. Do not quench the Spirit. ?°Do not despise
prophecies, ?'but test everything; hold fast what is good. **Abstain from every form of
evil.

“Now may the God of peace himself sanctify you completely, and may your whole
spirit and soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. **He
who calls you is faithful; he will surely do it.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand

Alleluia and Verse LSB 156
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Holy Gospel John 1:6-8, 19-28

P} The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter.
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Glo - ry to You, O Lord.




®There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. "He came as a witness, to bear
witness about the light, that all might believe through him. ®He was not the light, but
came to bear witness about the light. . ..

"“This is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem
to ask him, “Who are you?” *He confessed, and did not deny, but confessed, “I am not
the Christ.” 2'And they asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “l am not.” “Are
you the Prophet?” And he answered, “No.” #*So they said to him, “Who are you? We need
to give an answer to those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?” “He said, “l am
the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way of the Lord," as the
prophet Isaiah said.”

**(Now they had been sent from the Pharisees.) “They asked him, “Then why are you
baptizing, if you are neither the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?” *®John answered
them, “| baptize with water, but among you stands one you do not know, *’even he who
comes after me, the strap of whose sandal | am not worthy to untie.” *®These things took
place in Bethany across the Jordan, where John was baptizing.

P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise to You, O  Christ.

Hymn of the Day: Once He Came in Blessing LSB 333
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nour - ish Souls that they may flour - ish.
shar - ing Joy be - yond com - par - ing.
fess You Till in heav’n we bless You.
Text: Johann Horn, c. 1490-1547; (sts. 1, 4): tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, alt.; (sts. 2-3): tr. Lutheran Service Book, 2006
Tune: Michael Weisse, c. 1480-1534
Text (sts. 2-3): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000852
Text (sts. 1, 4) and tune: Public domain
Sermon: “"Kept Blameless”

1 Thessalonians 5:16-24

Stand

Apostles’ Creed

| believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus
Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of
the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was
buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He
ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. | believe in the
Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life - everlasting. Amen.

Prayer of the Church
Sit

Choir Anthem: (Sunday Only) "0 Come to Us, Emmanuel”
Gathering of Our Tithes and Offerings (Sunday Only)

Registry of Worship Cards (Sunday Only) — Please pass your completed cards to the
center aisle.



Stand
Service of the Sacrament

Preface LSB 160
P] The Lord be with you.

|
o)
1

~~—

And al - so with you.
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P} Lift up your hearts.
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We lift them to the Lord.

P} Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
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It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

P} Itis truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our
Lord, whose way John the Baptist prepared, proclaiming Him the promised Messiah,
the very Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world, and calling sinners to
repentance that they might escape from the wrath to be revealed when He comes
again in glory. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of
heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and
singing:
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Sanctus LSB 161
)
w4 b q} = - ; P P
o) Y — 4
Ho-ly, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, God of pow’r and might:
0 \ I |
i \ 3 u
@ [ o .411
Q) 6’ —— ——
Heav-en and earth are full of Your glo-ry. Ho - san-na. Ho -
h I 1 [— f—
ANV & ] o ® Fe |
Py, — Y —_ — —
san-na. Ho - san - nainthe high-est. Bless-ed is He who
0 b —
" P i v e - o
Q) / h V/ ~7

comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-san-na

Prayer of Thanksgiving

(P)

in the high - est.

LSB 161

Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom

You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be
our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the
all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive,
renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His
body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together,
we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage
feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers;
deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with
the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
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Words of Our Lord

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He
had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is
My 1+ body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me."

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks,
He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My
1+ blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you
drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until
He comes.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat
and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and passion,
Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your
ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. So remember us in
Your kingdom and teach us to pray:

Lord’s Prayer

Pax

P)

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Domini LSB 163
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
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Agnus Dei LSB 163
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Sit
Distribution: Distribution Hymns (Sunday Only)

LSB 563 Jesus, Thy Blood and Righteousness
LSB 849 Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness
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Thank the Lord LSB 164
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Post-Communion Collect
(Saturday)

[P] Let us pray together.

I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You
have graciously kept me this day; and | pray that You would forgive me all my
sins where | have done wrong, and graciously keep me this night. For into
Your hands | commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your
holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen.

(Sunday)

P} Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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Benediction LSB 166
P} The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look upon you with favor and *I+ give you peace.
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Closing Hymn: On What Has Now Been Sown LSB 921
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1 On what has now been sown Thy bless-ing, Lord, be - stow;
2 To Thee our wants are known, From Thee are all our pow’rs;
3 O grant that each of us, Now met Dbe - fore Thee here,
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The pow’r is Thine a - lone To  make it sprout and grow. Do Thou
Ac - cept what is Thine own And par-don what is ours. Our prais -

May meet to-geth - er thus When Thouand Thine ap - pear And fol -
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in grace the har - vest raise, And Thou a - lone shalt have the praise!
es, Lord, and prayers re - ceive, And to Thy Word a bless-ing give.
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low Thee to heav’'n, our home. E’en so, a - men, Lord Je - sus, come!
Text: John Newton, 1725-1807, alt.
Tune: John Darwall, 1731-89
Text and tune: Public domain
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Postlude:

Acknowledgments

Divine Service, Setting One from Lutheran Service Book

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a
publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2023 Concordia Publishing House.
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LEADING AND ASSISTING IN WORSHIP TODAY

PASTON ...ttt Pastor Christopher Hazzard
OFQANIST ...ttt Elena Miraztchiyska
Saturday
EIA@I ...ttt a s Lee Crapo
LECEOK ...ttt naees Rick Smith/Gerie Slaten
AUIO........c e Lee Crapo/Robin Fox/Taniqua Jackson
Sunday
EIA@E ...ttt ettt sttt sttt sasnans Carlos Orellana
LECEON ...ttt sttt ssaes Kim Kaniecki
GFEELEN ...ttt sttt ettt ettt et s senasaetas Pat Hurd
AUIO............oooe ettt sttt bttt et nae s Maria Hazzard
V@O ...ttt et Video TD: Kris Welch
GFX/ Stream: Robin Fox
ARG GUIId............oooee e Barbara and Alfred Miller

LEADING AND ASSISTING IN WORSHIP NEXT SUNDAY

PASTON ...ttt Pastor Christopher Hazzard
OFGQANIST ...t Elena Miraztchiyska
ENA@E ...ttt bttt et saetnn Carlos Orellana
=Y of 4 o 1 SOOI Carlos Orellana
GFEETEN ...ttt ettt sttt bbb st s s s st st bbbt s st e st s et et n et n s s s s s s s enenne
AUt Kyle Welch
AV AT o [T o J OO Video TD: Kris Welch

GFX: / Stream: Robin Fox
ARGAr GUIId............c.oeeeee et Barbara and Alfred Miller
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ATTENDANCE AND OFFERINGS FROM LAST WEEK

Mid-Week AdVENT DECEMDET 6 ...ttt st ssssssnsas 26
Saturday WOrship AttENAANCE ...ttt saes 34
Sunday WOorship AtEENAANCE.........c.reeeeeese st sss st sssssnees 131
Envelope and LO0SE Plate Offerings ... ssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssans $0
SIMPIY GIVING/VANCO.......oooeeeeeeeeeeeeeeees et sanssns $0
PAYPAI OFfEIINGS w.coooeeeee ettt $0
WEDSIEE (SNAIEFATTN) ..ottt e et e e et s et s seeseeseseeseeeeseasesesseeseseasensaseaenn $0
Total of Offerings RECIVEd................. st $0
Misc. Income, Memorials and Special GiftS........covrreinrinrieine s sssssssesssaes $0
ANNOUNCEMENTS

LIFE THOUGHTS IN THE CHURCH- Advent lll - Those who believe cannot help but
speak. God's love for every human life has filled our mouths with shouts of joy (Psalm
126:2). We have His permission to give voice to this Gospel in all circumstances and
without ceasing (1 Thessalonians 5:17-18). Our time has come to bear witness to the Light
(John 1:6-7). Confess and do not deny (John 1:20) the sanctity of life!

FLOWER SPONSOR - Debbie Smith, in memory of her father, Albert Dorr.
BULLETIN SPONSOR - Henry and Judy Veal are the Bulletin Sponsors this week.

FELLOWSHIP HOUR (SUNDAY) - Team 6 is serving today; No Fellowship December 24"
or 31st.  Everyone is invited. There is no charge and a freewill offering is voluntary.

ELDERS MEETING - The Elders will meet today, Sunday, December 17", after service.

COMMUNICATIONS BOARD MEETING - The Communications Board will meet today,
Sunday, December 17" after service.

CHRISTMAS EVE AND CHRISTMAS DAY SERVICES -Christmas Eve service will be at
6:30 PM and on Christmas Day at 10 AM.

CAROLING IN THE COURTYARD - There will be Caroling in the Courtyard on Christmas
Eve at 5:30 before our 6:30 service.  Refreshments will be served.

CHRISTMAS ORNAMENTS - Mary Martha has their 2" annual ornament collection box
in the entry to the Fellowship Hall for the tree in the Fellowship Hall. Please write your
family name on the ornament and place in the box.

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED MONDAYS - The Church Office will be closed this Monday

and each Monday in the month of December, and New Year's Day, January 1%
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SATURDAY LECTORS NEEDED - If you would be willing to volunteer to serve as a lector
during the Saturday Service, please contact the church office at 682-7802.

2024 FLOWER CHART - The new Flower Chart is posted in the Narthex. You can sign up
for flowers for the new year. Please write your name and what occasion is being
celebrated. If you would like real flowers, please let us know, otherwise they will be silk
flowers. When you donate money for the flowers, please mark it for the Flower Fund.
The monies in the Flower Fund pay for the Christmas and Easter flowers that are put in
the church. If you have any questions, you can call me. Barbara Miller 863-858-5790

UNUSED HEARING AIDS: Unused hearing aids can be donated. Place them in the
Munz mailbox in the church mailroom. Pastor Jerry Munz collects them and takes them
to the Lakeland Hearing Center. If you want a tax receipt be sure to ask Pastor Jerry to
get one for you.

MARY MARTHA QUILTERS - The Mary Martha Quilters meet each Tuesday morning
from 10 AM — Noon. Anyone who would like to join them is welcomed.

DREAM CENTER VOLUNTEERS - Volunteers are needed to help check- in and sort items
here at Christ Lutheran for the Dream Center. Please see or contact Robin Fox at
863-513-4774 to schedule a day and time to volunteer.

RECIPES WANTED - Mary Martha is collecting favorite recipes for the Church Cookbook.
If you have a favorite recipe and would be willing to share it, please write it legibly, sign
your name on it and put it in the box located in the Narthex. There is no limit to number
of recipes you can submit.

CHURCH DIRECTORY - For those that are not aware, our church member directory is
now available online. Please see the flyer sheets in the narthex for more information or
email Kim Kaniecki at stewardship@clclakeland.org.

TRUSTEE VOLUNTEER DAY - Every Tuesday from 9 am — 1 pm. If you would like to
help with the various needs of the church, come join us. A job, whether large or small
can be found to help with. If you notice something you think needs attention, come let
us know. Thanks for helping.

GREETERS NEEDED - Volunteers are needed to be Greeters in the Narthex to welcome
guest and members as they enter for service. If you are interested, please sign up on
the sign-up sheet on the Bulletin Board.

NAMETAGS - We would like to encourage all our members to please wear their
nametags to church. If you can't find your nametag or don't have one, please sign-up for
one on the bulletin board in the Narthex of the church.
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CHECK YOUR MAILBOX - Please check your mailbox in the narthex.

STEWARDSHIP CORNER - 1 Thessalonians 5:18 - “Give thanks in all circumstances;
for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.” Christians express their thanks to
God in many ways: in prayer, in giving to the Lord’'s work, in acts of service to others, in
faithful living in their daily callings. Everything we do to honor God in our lives is a means
of returning thanks for the Lord’s many gifts to us.

THIS WEEK AT CHRIST LUTHERAN

IMONAAY ..ottt bbbt a st Church Office Closed
TUESAAY oottt st s s ssnes Trustee Workday @ 9 am

Quilters @ 10 am
WEANESAAY ...ttt Dream Center @ Christ Lutheran

Private Communion @ 1:30 — 2:30 pm
Mid-week Advent Service @ 6:30 pm
No Jr. Confirmation

Choir

TRUISAAY ..o In Person & Zoom Bible Study @ 10 am
FrIAAY ..ottt Church Office closed, Pastor’s Day Off
SATUNTAY .ottt st Bible Study @ 4 pm
Worship @ 5:30 pm

SUNAY ..ottt sttt ss st s st s s ssnses Bible Study @ 8:30 am

Worship Service @ 10 am
Bible Study @ 11:15 am
Christmas Eve Service @ 6:30 pm
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For as the earth
Brings forth its sprouts,

And as a garden causes
What is sown in it to sprout up,
So the Lord God will cause
Righteousness and praise
To sprout up before all the nations.

Isaiah 61:11

20



