Sixth Sunday of Easter
May 5 2024

As We Gather - A treasured children’s song, “I Love to Tell the Story, has a refrain that
follows each of the stanzas penned by poet Arabella Katherine Hankey, repeating the
simple words: “I love to tell the story; Twill be my theme in glory, To tell the old, old story
Of Jesus and His love.” The original Greek language in which John wrote his Gospel uses
the word “love” either as a noun or a verb some nine times in the section of Jesus' words
heard in the Gospel for today. Jesus wants His disciples and us to know the abiding
power of His love. It is that love that compels us to love one another—and the “others”
beyond our circles of family, friends, and other close relationships. We are blessed in
hearing the “old, old story of Jesus and His love” anew today. May we be blessed in
telling it out in love as well!

Offering and Registry of Worship Cards: Please fill out a Registry of Worship Card
found in the pew racks. We ask that you print the names of every person in your family,
indicating if they take communion. One side of the card is for members and the other
side for guests. As the offering is collected, pass the cards to the center aisle so our
ushers can gather them.

Saturday Worship: Offerings and Worship Cards will be received in the offering plates
at the rear of the church either upon entering or when leaving. Thank you for your gift
to the work of the Lord.

About Protecting the Healthy: To protect yourself and others from COVID-19 and other
infectious respiratory diseases, individuals may choose to mask at any time. Appropriate
hand washing by everyone is encouraged. People with symptoms of an infectious illness
are highly encouraged to stay home. Symptoms include fever or chills, cough, shortness
of breath or difficulty breathing, fatigue, muscle or body aches, headache, new loss of
taste or smell, sore throat, congestion or runny nose, nausea or vomiting, and diarrhea.
Thank you for helping to keep everyone healthy as we receive God's gifts in worship.

GENERALLY, BE MINDFUL, NOT FEARFUL.

Prelude and Meditation: Before worship we talk to God (see prayers on page 308 in
the hymnal); during worship God talks to us; after worship we talk to one another.

Prelude:

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Greeting and Sharing of Peace stang)
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Confession and Absolution

Hymn of Invocation: All People That on Earth Do Dwell LSB 791
A\ Please stand after a brief interlude
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1 Al peo - ple that on earth do dwell, Sing to the
2 Know that the Lord 1is God in - deed; With - out our
30 en - ter then His  gates with praise; Ap - proach with
4 For why? The Lord our God is good: His mer - cy
A5 To Fa - ther, Son, and Ho - ly Ghost, The God whom
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Lord with cheer - ful voice. Him  serve with mirth, His
aid He did us make. We are His folk, He
joy His courts un - to. Praise, laud, and bless His
1S for - ev - er sure. His truth  at all times
heav’n and earth a - dore, From us and from the
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praise forth - tell;, Come ye  be - fore Him and re - joice.
doth us feedf, And for His sheep He doth  us take.
name al - ways, For it 18 seem - ly so to do.
firm - ly stood And shall from age to age en - dure.
an - gel host Be praise and glo-ry ev - er - more.

Text: William Kethe, d. c. 1593, alt. Tune: Trente quatre Pseaumes de David, 1551, Geneva, ed. Louis Bourgeois Text and tune: Public domain

Remain Standing

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

P} In the name of the Father and of the I Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

P} Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God
our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us
forgiveness.



(P)

(P)

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.

| said, | will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.

P} O almighty God, merciful Father,

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with
which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal
punishment. But | am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and
| pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent,
bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious
and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.

P} Upon this your confession, |, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant
of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the
command of my Lord Jesus Christ | forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father
and of the *I Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Service of the Word

Introit

P] Come and hear, all you who fear God,

and | will tell what he has done for my soul.
Shout for joy to God, all the earth;
sing the glory of his name; give to him glorious praise!
P) Bless our God, O peoples;
let the sound of his praise be heard,
who has kept our soul among the living
and has not let our feet slip.
P] Blesséd be God,

because he has not rejected my prayer or removed his steadfast love from me!
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Glo-ry be tothe Fa-ther andto the Son and to the Ho-ly Ghost;
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as it was in the be-gin-ning, is now, and ev-er shall be, world with-out end. A-men.

Kyrie LSB 186
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Lord, have @ mer - cy up - on us. Christ, have mer -cy up -
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on us. Lord, have mer - Cy up - on us.
Gloria in Excelsis LSB 187
P} Glory be to God on high:
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and on earth peace, good - will toward
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men. We praise Thee, we bless Thee, we wor-ship Thee,
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we glorify Thee, we give thanks to Thee, for = Thy great glory.
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O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
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Thou that takest away the sin of the world, re-ceive our prayer.
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Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy up-
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art most high in the glory of God the Father. A - men.



Salutation and Collect of the Day
P} The Lord be with you.

o)
[ 1
'y J-
And with thy spir - it.

P} Let us pray.
O God, the giver of all that is good, by Your holy inspiration grant that we may think
those things that are right and by Your merciful guiding accomplish them; through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
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A - men.
Sit
First Reading Acts 10:34-48

**Peter opened his mouth and said: “Truly | understand that God shows no partiality,
*put in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him.
*®As for the word that he sent to Israel, preaching good news of peace through Jesus
Christ (he is Lord of all), *'you yourselves know what happened throughout all Judea,
beginning from Galilee after the baptism that John proclaimed: **how God anointed Jesus
of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power. He went about doing good and healing
all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. *>And we are witnesses of all
that he did both in the country of the Jews and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by
hanging him on a tree, “*but God raised him on the third day and made him to appear,
*not to all the people but to us who had been chosen by God as witnesses, who ate and
drank with him after he rose from the dead. **And he commanded us to preach to the
people and to testify that he is the one appointed by God to be judge of the living and
the dead. **To him all the prophets bear witness that everyone who believes in him
receives forgiveness of sins through his name.”

*While Peter was still saying these things, the Holy Spirit fell on all who heard the
word. And the believers from among the circumcised who had come with Peter were
amazed, because the gift of the Holy Spirit was poured out even on the Gentiles. “°For

they were hearing them speaking in tongues and extolling God. Then Peter declared,
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*"Can anyone withhold water for baptizing these people, who have received the Holy

Spirit just as we have?” **And he commanded them to be baptized in the name of Jesus
Christ. Then they asked him to remain for some days.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Epistle 1 John 5:1-8

'Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and everyone
who loves the Father loves whoever has been born of him. 2By this we know that we love
the children of God, when we love God and obey his commandments. *For this is the love
of God, that we keep his commandments. And his commandments are not burdensome.
*For everyone who has been born of God overcomes the world. And this is the victory
that has overcome the world—our faith. Who is it that overcomes the world except the
one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God?

®This is he who came by water and blood—Jesus Christ; not by the water only but by
the water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one who testifies, because the Spirit is the
truth. "For there are three that testify: ®the Spirit and the water and the blood; and these
three agree.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand

Alleluia LSB 190
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Al-le -lu - ida. Alle-lu - ia. Alle-lu - ia.
Holy Gospel John 15:9-17

P} The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fifteenth chapter.
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Glo-ry be to Thee, O Lord.



’[Jesus said:] “As the Father has loved me, so have | loved you. Abide in my love. °If
you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as | have kept my Father's
commandments and abide in his love. 'These things | have spoken to you, that my joy
may be in you, and that your joy may be full.

'2“This is my commandment, that you love one another as | have loved you. *Greater
love has no one than this, that someone lays down his life for his friends. '*You are my
friends if you do what | command you. >No longer do | call you servants, for the servant
does not know what his master is doing; but | have called you friends, for all that | have
heard from my Father | have made known to you. '®You did not choose me, but | chose
you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit and that your fruit should
abide, so that whatever you ask the Father in my name, he may give it to you. "These
things | command you, so that you will love one another.”

P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise be to Thee, O  Christ.

Nicene Creed
| believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all
things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His
Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God,
begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all
things were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from
heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made
man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was
buried. And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and
ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come
again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will
have no end.



And | believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from
the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped
and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And | believe in one holy Christian
and apostolic Church, | acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and
| look for the resurrection of the dead and the life I of the world to come.
Amen.

Children's Sermon (optional)

Hyhmn of the Month: O Blessed Spring LSB 595
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10O bless-ed spring, where Word and sign Em - brace us
2 Through sum-mer heat of youth-ful years, Un - cer - tain
3 When au-tumn cools and youth is cold, When limbs their
4 As win - ter comes, as  win - ters must, We breathe our
5 Christ, ho -1y Vine, Christ, liv - ing Tree, Be praised for
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in - to Christ the Vine: Here Christ en - joins each one to
faith, re - bel - lious tears, Sus - tained by Christ’s in - fus - ing
heav - y har - vest hold, Then through us, warm, the Christ will
last, re - turn to  dust; Still  held in Christ, our souls take
this  blest mys-ter - y: That Word and wa - ter thus re -
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be A branch of this life - giv - ing  Tree.
rain, The boughs will shout for joy a - gain.
move With gifts of beau - ty, wis - dom, love.
wing And trust the prom - ise of the spring.
vive And join us to Your Tree of  Life.

Text: Susan Palo Cherwien, 1953 Tune: English Text: © 1993 Susan Palo Cherwien, admin. Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000852
Tune: Public domain
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Sermon

Choir Anthem: (Sunday Only) “We Are One In Spirit”

Gathering of Our Tithes and Offerings (Sunday Only)

Registry of Worship Cards (Sunday Only)— Please pass your completed cards to the
center aisle

Stand

Prayer of the Church
Service of the Sacrament
Preface LSB 194
P] The Lord be with you.
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And with thy spir - it.

P Lift up your hearts.
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We lift them up un - to the Lord.

P} Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God.
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It is meet and right so to  do.
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It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God. And most especially are
we bound to praise You on this day for the glorious resurrection of Your Son, Jesus
Christ, the very Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us and bore the sins of the
world. By His dying He has destroyed death, and by His rising again He has restored
to us everlasting life. Therefore with Mary Magdalene, Peter and John, and with all
the witnesses of the resurrection, with angels and archangels, and with all the
company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You
and singing:

Sanctus LSB 195
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heav’'n and earth are full of Thy glo - ry. Ho-san - na,
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ho - san - na, ho - san-na in the high -est. Bless-ed is He,
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bless-edis He, bless-edis He that com-<eth in the name of the Lord.
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Ho-san - na, ho-san - na, ho - san-na in the high - est.
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Lord’s Prayer LSB 179

(P)

The
P

Pax

(P)

Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Words of Our Lord LSB 197
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He
had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is
My I+ body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me."

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks,
He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My
1 blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you
drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Domini LSB 197
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
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A - men.
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LSB 198

Agnus Dei
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world, have mer-cyup-onus. O Christ,Thou Lamb of God, that

0
| o o g o
Q) I
tak -est a-way the sin of the world, havemer-cyup-on us.
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O Christ,Thou Lamb of God, that tak-est a-way the sin of the
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world, grant us Thy peace. A - men.
Sit
Distribution Distribution Hymns (Sunday Only)

LSB 845 Where Charity and Love Prevail
LSB 844 Lord of All Nations, Grant Me Grace
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Stand
Nunc Dimittis LSB 199
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Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant de - part in peace  ac-
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which Thou hast pre - pared be - fore the face of all people,
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to the Son and to theHo-ly Ghost; as it  was in the beginning,
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isnow, and ev-er shall be, world with -out end. A -men.
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Thanksgiving LSB 200
P} O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good,
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and His mercy endureth for - ev - er.

(Saturday)
[P) Let us pray together.
| thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You
have graciously kept me this day; and | pray that You would forgive me all my
sins where | have done wrong, and graciously keep me this night. For into
Your hands | commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your
holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen.

(Sunday)

P} Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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A - men.

P} The Lord be with you.
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And with thy  spir - it.
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Benedicamus LSB 202
(P] Bless we the Lord.
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Thanks be to God.
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Benediction LSB 202
P} The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and I« give you peace.
H 4 f
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A-men, a-men, a - men
Closing Hymn: Christ the Eternal Lord LSB 829
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1 Christ the e - ter - nal Lord, Whose prom-ise here we claim,
2 Christ the un-chang-ing Word To ev - ry pass - ing age,
3 Christ the re-deem-ing Son, Who shares our hu - man birth,
4 Christ the un - fad - ing Light Of ev - er - last - ing day,
5 Christ the as-cend -ed King Ex - alt - ed high a - bove,
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Whose gifts of grace are free-ly poured On  all who name Your name;
Whose time-less teach-ings still are heard Set forth on Scrip-ture’s page;
And by His death sal - va-tion won For ev-’ry child of -earth;
Our Morn-ing Star in splen-dor bright, The Life, the Truth, the Way;
Whosepraise un - end -ing a - ges sing, Whomyet un-seen we love;
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With thank - ful - ness and praise = We stand be - fore Your throne,
Trans - form our thought and mind,  En - light-en all who read,
In - spire our hearts, we pray, To  tell Your love a - broad,
That light of truth You give To  ser-vants as to friends,
When mor - tal life is  past Your voice from heav-en’s throne

X
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In - tent to serve You all our days And make Your glo-ry known.
With - in  Your Word by faith to find The bread of life in - deed.
That all may hon - or Christto-day And fol - low Him as Lord.
Your way to walk, Your life to live, Till earth’s brief jour-ney ends.
Shall call Your chil - drenhome at last To know as we are known.

Text: Timothy Dudley-Smith, 1926 Tune: George J. Elvey, 1816-93 Text: © 1999 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000852
Tune: Public domain

Postlude:

Acknowledgments

Divine Service, Setting Three from Lutheran Service Book

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a
publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2024 Concordia Publishing House.

LEADING AND ASSISTING IN WORSHIP TODAY

Saturday

PaSON ...ttt Pastor Thomas Block
OFQANIST ...ttt nee Elena Miraztchiyska
EIA@N.......... ettt bbbttt a s Lee Crapo
LECRON ...t Rick Smith/Gerie Slaten/Carlos Orellana
AUIO.........ooo e, Lee Crapo/Robin Fox/Taniqua Jackson
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Sunday

PASTON ...ttt s s baes Pastor Christopher Hazzard
OFGANIST ...ttt Elena Miraztchiyska
EIA@I ...ttt bbb George Czanko
LECEOK ...ttt sttt Carlos Orellana
GFEEREN ...t Joann Shepker
AUAIO.............oe ettt baes Kyle Welch
V@O ...t Video TD: Kris Welch

GFX: / Stream: Robin Fox
ARar GUIld..............ooooo e, Rita and George Czanko

LEADING AND ASSISTING IN WORSHIP NEXT SUNDAY

PASTON ...ttt Pastor Christopher Hazzard
OFGANIST ...ttt Elena Miraztchiyska
EIA@I ...ttt bbbt a bbbt s s Lee Crapo
LECEON ...ttt ettt sttt bttt enaene Charlotte Mantz
GFEELEN ...ttt sttt s e et aaas Bobbi Wheelock
AUIO............oooe ettt sttt sttt st ss s sstas Kim Kaniecki
V@O ...ttt Video TD: Josiah Hazzard

GFX: / Stream: Andrea Hazzard
Aar GUIld............ccoooi e Rita and George Czanko

ATTENDANCE AND OFFERINGS FROM LAST WEEK

Saturday WOrship AttENAANCE ...ttt ss st st sassaes 30
Sunday WOorship AtEENAANCE. ...ttt ss st 112
Envelope and LO0SE Plate Offerings ......cccoierieenniesieessiesissesssiesssessssesssssssssssssssssssssssssssssans $0
SIMPLY GIVING/VANCO....o ettt ss s ss s ss s bbb sene $0
PAYPAl OFfEIINGS w..ooveeeeee ettt $0
WEDSIEE (SNAIEFATTN) ...ttt e e e e st s st s eeees e seeeeseseesesaseasesaseasensaseaees $0
Total of Offerings RECEIVEM....................ieee st $0
Misc. Income, Memorials and Special GiftS........coerierieirrinrieieneeeeessses s $0
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

LIFE THOUGHTS IN THE CHURCH- Easter VI - Surprise pregnancy does involve
difficulties too great for our abilities. Terminal diagnosis indeed comes with
insurmountable obstacles. Taking life-and-death matters into one’'s own hands only
compounds the problems. Instead, trust the Son of God to overcome and deliver out of
every threat (1 John 5:4). Cry out to Jesus in repentance and prayer, for the Father above
will not fail to supply immediate and eternal salvation (John 15:16).

FLOWER SPONSOR - No Flower Sponsor this week.
BULLETIN SPONSOR - Diane Donaldson is our Bulletin Sponsor this week.

FELLOWSHIP HOUR (SUNDAY) - Team 4 is serving today; team 6 will serve next week.
Everyone is invited. There is no charge and a freewill offering is voluntary. May
free-will offerings  will go to Free Burma Rangers.

ELDERS MEETING - The Elders will meet today, Sunday, May 5™, after service.
OUTREACH MEETING - The Outreach Committee will meet Tuesday, May 7™, at 5:30pm.

MARY MARTHA MEETING - The Mary Martha's will meet Wednesday, May 8" at 9am in
the Fellowship Hall.

CIVITAN MEETING —There will be a Civitan Meeting on Thursday, May 9", at 11am in the
Fellowship Hall.

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING - There will be a congregational meeting on Sunday, May
19™ after service.

MARY MARTHA QUILTERS - The Mary Martha Quilters meet each Tuesday morning
from 10 AM — Noon. Anyone who would like to join them is welcomed.

USED HEARING AIDS: Used hearing aids can be donated. Place them in the Munz
mailbox in the church mailroom. Pastor Jerry Munz collects them and takes them to the
Lakeland Hearing Center. If you want a tax receipt be sure to ask Pastor Jerry to get one
for you.

DREAM CENTER VOLUNTEERS - Volunteers are needed to help check- in and sort items
here at Christ Lutheran for the Dream Center. Please see or contact Robin Fox at
863-513-4774 to schedule a day and time to volunteer.

CHECK YOUR MAILBOX - Please check your mailbox in the narthex.

CHURCH DIRECTORY - For those that are not aware, our church member directory is
now available online. Please see the flyer sheets in the narthex for more information or
email Kim Kaniecki at stewardship@clclakeland.org.
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TRUSTEE VOLUNTEER DAY - Every Tuesday from 9 am — 1 pm. If you would like to
help with the various needs of the church, come join us. A job, whether large or small
can be found to help with. If you notice something you think needs attention, come let
us know. Thanks for helping.

NAMETAGS - We would like to encourage all our members to please wear their
nametags to church. If you can't find your nametag or don't have one, please sign-up for
one on the bulletin board in the Narthex of the church.

STEWARDSHIP CORNER - 1 John 5:3 - “For this is the love of God, that we keep his
commandments. And his commandments are not burdensome.” God's
commandments are not burdensome, but that's only true for Christians precisely because
we know that we are not saved by our keeping of the Law. We are saved by grace.
Therefore, we are set free by grace to walk in newness of life, to grow in faithfulness, and
rejoice in the Law of the Lord, loving God and our neighbor by keeping His
commandments.

THIS WEEK AT CHRIST LUTHERAN

TUESAQAY oottt ettt s st st ees Trustee Workday @ 9 am
Quilters @ 10 am

Outreach Committee @ 5:30 pm

WEANESAQY ...ttt Mary Martha Meeting @ 9 am
Dream Center @ Christ Lutheran

Private Communion @ 1:30 — 2:30 pm

Jr. Confirmation @ 7 pm

Choir @ 7 pm

TRUSAAY ..o In Person and ZOOM Bible Study @ 10 am
Civitan Meeting @ 11 am

FrIAAY ..ottt Church Office closed, Pastor’s Day Off
SATUIAY .ottt Bible Study @ 4 pm
Worship @ 5:30 pm

SUNAY oottt ettt Bible Study @ 8:30 am

Worship @ 10 am
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