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Holy Thursday 

April 17, 2025 

He’s Got Us Covered 

 

As We Gather - Sin gets heavy. Sin can be embarrassing. We try to ignore it, cover it up, 

or pretend it doesn‟t exist. None of those things get rid of our sin or its weight on us. God 

doesn‟t minimize, excuse, or relativize sin. He places our sin on Jesus and nails it to a 

cross. God forgives our sins and cleanses us from all unrighteousness. As we come to our 

Lord‟s Table tonight, God freely forgives us through the body and blood of Christ that 

comes to us in, with, and under the bread and wine. 

PREPARATION 

Hymn of Invocation:       Today Your Mercy Calls Us              LSB 915 

 

 

 

 
Text: Oswald Allen, 1816–78, alt. 

Tune: Friedrich K. Anthes, 1812–after 1857 

Text and tune: Public domain 
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Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Opening Sentences Psalm 32:1, 5 

P Blessed is the one whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered. 

C I acknowledged my sin to You, and I did not cover my iniquity;  

P I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the LORD,” and You forgave the iniquity of 

my sin. 

C Blessed is the one whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered. 

 

Confession and Absolution 

P Let us confess our transgressions and sins to the Lord, our God, in the presence of 

one another. 

C When we look into the mirror of Your perfect law, we are reminded that we are 

no better than our ancestors. We rebel against You like the Israelites on the way 

to the Promised Land. We are like King David, committing sins we think no one 

will know about. You know us. You know our transgressions and sins against 

You and one another. We humbly come to You seeking forgiveness. Sprinkle 

our hearts and make them clean. Forgive our sins by the blood of Jesus that 

was given and shed for us. Renew a right spirit within us for Jesus’ sake. 

 

P Blessed people of God, you have confessed your transgressions to the Lord. He 

forgives your iniquity and will remember your sin no more. As a called and ordained 

servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the 

name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

WORD 

 

Introit Psalm 116:1–4; antiphon: v. 5 

P Gracious is the LORD, and righteous; our God is merciful. 

C I love the LORD, because He has heard my voice and my pleas for mercy. 

 

P Because He inclined His ear to me, therefore I will call on Him as long as I live. 

C The snares of death encompassed me; the pangs of Sheol laid hold on me; 
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P I suffered distress and anguish. Then I called on the name of the LORD: 

C “O LORD, I pray, deliver my soul!” 

 

P Gracious is the LORD, and righteous; our God is merciful. 

 

Kyrie 

P In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy. 

 

P For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our hearts and with all our minds, 

let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy. 

 

P For the Holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the world, and for the 

proclamation of the Gospel and the calling of all to faith, let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy. 

 

P For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the common welfare of us all, 

let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy. 

 

P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy. Amen. 

 

Salutation 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

 

 

Prayer of the Day 

P Let us pray. 

O Lord, on this night You poured out the new covenant in Your blood. Grant that we 

may so receive the mystery of Your body and blood that the fruits of Your 

redemption may continually be manifest in us; for You live and reign with the Father 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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Old Testament Reading Exodus 12:1–14 

 
1The LORD said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, 2“This month shall be for you 

the beginning of months. It shall be the first month of the year for you. 3Tell all the 

congregation of Israel that on the tenth day of this month every man shall take a lamb 

according to their fathers‟ houses, a lamb for a household. 4And if the household is too 

small for a lamb, then he and his nearest neighbor shall take according to the number of 

persons; according to what each can eat you shall make your count for the lamb. 5Your 

lamb shall be without blemish, a male a year old. You may take it from the sheep or from 

the goats, 6and you shall keep it until the fourteenth day of this month, when the whole 

assembly of the congregation of Israel shall kill their lambs at twilight. 

 
7“Then they shall take some of the blood and put it on the two doorposts and the lintel 

of the houses in which they eat it. 8They shall eat the flesh that night, roasted on the fire; 

with unleavened bread and bitter herbs they shall eat it. 9Do not eat any of it raw or 

boiled in water, but roasted, its head with its legs and its inner parts. 10And you shall let 

none of it remain until the morning; anything that remains until the morning you shall 

burn. 11In this manner you shall eat it: with your belt fastened, your sandals on your feet, 

and your staff in your hand. And you shall eat it in haste. It is the LORD‟s Passover. 12For I 

will pass through the land of Egypt that night, and I will strike all the firstborn in the land 

of Egypt, both man and beast; and on all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgments: I am 

the LORD. 13The blood shall be a sign for you, on the houses where you are. And when I 

see the blood, I will pass over you, and no plague will befall you to destroy you, when I 

strike the land of Egypt. 

 
14“This day shall be for you a memorial day, and you shall keep it as a feast to the LORD; 

throughout your generations, as a statute forever, you shall keep it as a feast.” 

 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm Psalm 116:12–19; antiphon: v. 17 

L I will offer to You the sacrifice of thanksgiving and call on the name of the LORD. 

C What shall I render to the LORD for all His benefits to me? I will lift up the cup of 

salvation and call on the name of the Lord, I will pay my vows to the LORD in the 

presence of all His people. 

 

L Precious in the sight of the LORD is the death of His saints. O LORD, I am Your servant; 

I am Your servant, the son of Your maidservant. You have loosed my bonds.  

C I will offer to You the sacrifice of thanksgiving and call on the name of the 



5 

 

LORD. I will pay my vows to the LORD in the presence of all His people, in the 

courts of the house of the LORD, in your midst, O Jerusalem. Praise the LORD! 

 

L I will offer to You the sacrifice of thanksgiving and call on the name of the LORD. 

 

Epistle Hebrews 10:15–25 

 
15The Holy Spirit also bears witness to us; for after saying, 

16“This is the covenant that I will make with them 

 after those days, declares the Lord: 

I will put my laws on their hearts, 

 and write them on their minds,” 

17then he adds, 

“I will remember their sins and their lawless deeds no more.” 

18Where there is forgiveness of these, there is no longer any offering for sin. 

 
19Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the holy places by the blood of 

Jesus, 20by the new and living way that he opened for us through the curtain, that is, 

through his flesh, 21and since we have a great priest over the house of God, 22let us draw 

near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean from an 

evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water. 23Let us hold fast the confession 

of our hope without wavering, for he who promised is faithful. 24And let us consider how 

to stir up one another to love and good works, 25not neglecting to meet together, as is 

the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day 

drawing near. 

 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Holy Gospel John 13:1–17, 31b–35 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the thirteenth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

 

 
1Now before the Feast of the Passover, when Jesus knew that his hour had come to 

depart out of this world to the Father, having loved his own who were in the world, he 

loved them to the end. 2During supper, when the devil had already put it into the heart of 

Judas Iscariot, Simon‟s son, to betray him, 3Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all 

things into his hands, and that he had come from God and was going back to God, 4rose 
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from supper. He laid aside his outer garments, and taking a towel, tied it around his waist. 
5Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples‟ feet and to wipe 

them with the towel that was wrapped around him. 6He came to Simon Peter, who said to 

him, “Lord, do you wash my feet?” 7Jesus answered him, “What I am doing you do not 

understand now, but afterward you will understand.” 8Peter said to him, “You shall never 

wash my feet.” Jesus answered him, “If I do not wash you, you have no share with me.” 
9Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and my head!” 
10Jesus said to him, “The one who has bathed does not need to wash, except for his feet, 

but is completely clean. And you are clean, but not every one of you.” 11For he knew who 

was to betray him; that was why he said, “Not all of you are clean.” 

 
12When he had washed their feet and put on his outer garments and resumed his place, 

he said to them, “Do you understand what I have done to you? 13You call me Teacher and 

Lord, and you are right, for so I am. 14If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your 

feet, you also ought to wash one another‟s feet. 15For I have given you an example, that 

you also should do just as I have done to you. 16Truly, truly, I say to you, a servant is not 

greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent him. 17If you 

know these things, blessed are you if you do them. . . . 

 “Now is the Son of Man glorified, and God is glorified in him. 32If God is glorified in 

him, God will also glorify him in himself, and glorify him at once. 33Little children, yet a 

little while I am with you. You will seek me, and just as I said to the Jews, so now I also say 

to you, „Where I am going you cannot come.‟ 34A new commandment I give to you, that 

you love one another: just as I have loved you, you also are to love one another. 35By this 

all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” 

 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

Children's Sermon 

 

Hymn:                What Wondrous Love Is This                LSB 543 
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Text: A General Selection of . . . Hymns and Spiritual Songs, 1811, Lynchburg, alt. 

Tune: Southern Harmony, 1835, New Haven 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

Sermon:                   “Love In Close Quarters” 

       John 13:1-17, 31b-35 

Creed Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all 

things visible and invisible. 
 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His 

Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God,      

begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all 

things were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from 

heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made 

man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was 

buried. And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures   and 

ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come 

again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will 

have no end. 
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And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from 

the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped 

and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian 

and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and 

I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life T of the world to come. 

Amen. 

 

Prayer of the Church 

P Let us pray for the whole church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according 

to their needs. 

 

Lord God, on this night we remember how You rescued Your people from slavery in 

Egypt and brought them to the Promised Land. We are reminded of how You have 

rescued us from slavery to sin and are bringing us to Your heavenly kingdom. 

Nourish our faith and lead us to walk in Your ways. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

 

P Heavenly Father, You made covenants with Your people throughout the centuries. 

Yet, in these last days, You have made a new covenant with us through Your Son. 

Make this covenant known among us and all peoples of the earth. Lord, in Your 

mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

 

P Lord Jesus, You humbled Yourself and took on the role of a servant when You 

washed Your disciples‟ feet. You commanded them to love one another just as You 

loved them. Lead us to love others as You have first loved us. Stir us up to love and 

good works. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

 

P Holy Lord, as we come to Your Table, forgive our sins through Your body and blood 

and wrap us in the robe of Your righteousness that covers all our sins. Lord, in Your 

mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

 

P Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend ourselves, our bodies and souls, and all 

things; redeem us, O Lord, faithful God; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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Choir Anthem:           “Go To Dark Gethsemane”          Performed by 

                                                          David Booher 

Gathering of Our Tithes and Offerings  
 

Registry of Worship Cards – Please pass your completed cards to the center aisle 

 

SACRAMENT 

 

Preface LSB 194 

P The Lord be with you. 

 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 

 
 

P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 

 
 

 
 

Proper Preface 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our 

Lord, who gives us the pure robe of His righteousness that covers all our sins, not 

counting our iniquities against us. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all 

the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising 

You and singing: 
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Sanctus LSB 195 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, King of the universe, for You have had mercy on us 

through Your only begotten Son, who welcomes us sinners to His Table. 

 

We thank You for not sparing Your Son but sacrificing Him for the sins of the world. 

As we eat and drink Your Son‟s body and blood, remind us that You forgive our 

transgressions and cover our sins, no longer counting them against us, because of 

Jesus. 

C Amen. 

 

 

The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He 

had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is 

My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
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In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, 

He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My 

T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you 

drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

 

Proclamation of Christ 

P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord‟s death until 

He comes. 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat 

and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, 

Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your 

ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. So remember us in 

Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come,      

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread;      

and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;      

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the   

kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

Pax Domini 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
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Agnus Dei LSB 198 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Distribution                 Distribution Hymns  

LSB 597 Water, Blood, and Spirit Crying 

LSB 547 The Lamb 

LSB 637 Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord 

 

Nunc Dimittis LSB 199 
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Post-Communion Thanksgiving 

P Let us pray. 

Gracious God, our heavenly Father, we thank You for forgiving our transgressions, 

covering our sins, and no longer counting our iniquities against us. Nourish us with 

the body and blood of Your Son, Jesus, and lead us to stir up one another to love 

and good works, not neglecting to meet together as we see the Day drawing near; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Stripping of the Altar 
 

Psalm 22 (Chanted by Pastor) 
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