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Savior, Servant, Friend 

Services for Lent 

April 2, 2025 

 

Protector 

 

I have called you friends, for all that I have heard from my Father I have made known to 

you. John 15:15 

 

Invocation and Call to Worship 

P The protecting presence of our Lord Jesus Christ, the power of God the Father, and 

the indwelling of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C Amen.  

 

P Spread your protection over us 

C That those who love your name may exult in you. (Psalm 5:11) 

 

P May the Lord answer us in the day of trouble! 

C May the name of the God of Jacob protect us! (Psalm 20:1) 

 

P Father of the fatherless and protector of widows 

C Is God in his holy habitation. (Psalm 68:5) 

 

P Spread your wings over your servants, 

C For you are a redeemer. (Ruth 3:9) 

 

P In peace I will both lie down and sleep; 

C For you alone, O Lord, make me dwell in safety. (Psalm 4:8) 
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Hymn of Invocation:                Jesus, Refuge of the Weary                            LSB 423 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Confession and Forgiveness 

P Lord Jesus, our protecting friend, hear us as we confess our sins. 

C Forgive me, Jesus, from the sin that assails my heart and soul. 

 

P Protect me from the punishment that my sin rightly brings. 

C Have mercy on me, Lord Jesus, for the times that I have failed to protect 

others. 
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P Undo the hurts that I have caused with my sinful words and actions. 

C Lead me away from the dangerous way of rebellion. 

P Lead me, Jesus, in paths of righteousness for your name’s sake.  

C Lord, have mercy! Christ, have mercy! Lord, have mercy! 

(Please silently reflect on the discomfort of sin and the comforting assurance of Christ’s forgiveness.) 

 

P Your friend Jesus, does indeed have mercy! Jesus protects you from the punishment 

of sin as he has lived for you, died for you, is risen for you, and now forgives you of 

all of your sins. His mercy provides protection, and his salvation makes you new. 

Rejoice now in the protecting presence and forgiveness of your friend Jesus.  

C What a friend we have in Jesus. 

 

 

Prayer of the Day 

P Mighty Savior and fortress of my soul, let this season of Lent be a time of return. 

Bring us back to your protecting presence, and cover us with your grace and mercy. 

Remind us that we are never alone because you are our ever-present friend. We 

pray this in your name, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. Amen.  

 

 

Old Testament Reading                                                                             Psalm 121:1-8 

    I lift up my eyes to the hills. From where does my help come? My help comes from 

the Lord, who made heaven and earth. He will not let your foot be moved; he who 

keeps you will not slumber. Behold, he who keeps Israel will neither slumber nor 

sleep. The Lord is your keeper; the Lord is your shade on your right hand. The sun 

shall not strike you by day, nor the moon by night. The Lord will keep you from all 

evil; he will keep your life. The Lord will keep your going out and your coming in 

from this time forth and forevermore. 

 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Epistle Reading                                                                               2 Thessalonians 3:3-4 

      But the Lord is faithful. He will establish you and guard you against the evil one. 

And we have confidence in the Lord about you, that you are doing and will do the 

things that we command. 

 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

Gospel Reading                                                                                             John 14:18-27 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fourteenth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

 

       “I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. Yet a little while and the world 

will see me no more, but you will see me. Because I live, you also will live. In that 

day you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. Whoever has 

my commandments and keeps them, he it is who loves me. And he who loves me 

will be loved by my Father, and I will love him and manifest myself to him.” Judas 

(not Iscariot) said to him, “Lord, how is it that you will manifest yourself to us, and 

not to the world?” Jesus answered him, “If anyone loves me, he will keep my word, 

and my Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our home with 

him. Whoever does not love me does not keep my words. And the word that you 

hear is not mine but the Father’s who sent me. These things I have spoken to you 

while I am still with you. But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send 

in my name, he will teach you all things and bring to your remembrance all that I 

have said to you. Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. Not as the world 

gives do I give to you. Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid.” 

 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
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Sermon Hymn:                          A Mighty Fortress Is Our God                     LSB 657 

 

 

 

 

 
Text (sts. 1–4): © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000852 
Text (sts. 1s–4s) and tune: Public domain 

 

 

Sermon:                                                                                   Reverend Charles Reich 
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Prayers 

P Mighty fortress, protector and friend, our Lord and Savior, Jesus: we come before 

you in prayer. Incline your ear to us, and hear the prayers and petitions of your 

people. 

C Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

P Protect us from pride and arrogance, lest we think that we can live on our own 

apart from you. 

C Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

P Protect us from sin and temptation, sending us your Spirit of truth and deliverance 

so that we can lead lives of righteousness and holiness according to your will. 

C Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

 

P Protect the weak and vulnerable, the sojourner and fatherless, the widow and 

orphan and the dying. 

C Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

P Protect those in warring nations, and provide your perfect peace to places caught in 

the midst of warfare and strife. 

C Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

P Protect those who are charged with the task of protecting others—police, 

firefighters, soldiers, parents, caretakers and all others whose task it is to protect and 

serve their neighbors. 

C Lord, hear our prayer. 
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P Protect us from ingratitude and indifference so that we can always thank and praise 

you for all your goodness and mercy. 

C Lord, hear our prayer and protect us unto eternity. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come,      

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread;      

and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;      

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the   

kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

 

Benediction 

P Go now with the peace and power, the protection and provision of your friend, 

Jesus. The Lord bless and keep you; the Lord make his face to shine upon you and 

be gracious to you; the Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. Amen. 

C What a friend we have in Jesus! 
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Closing Hymn:                    How Sweet the Name of Jesus Sounds               LSB 524 

 

 

 
 

5 How weak the effort of my heart, 

    How cold my warmest thought! 

But when I see Thee as Thou art, 

    I’ll praise Thee as I ought. 

 

6 Till then I would Thy love proclaim 

    With ev’ry fleeting breath; 

And may the music of Thy name 

    Refresh my soul in death! 
Text and tune: Public domain 

Postlude: 

Acknowledgement: By A. Trevor Sutton. Art and design: Jamie Wyatt. Images: Adobe Stock. © 2025 Creative Communications for the Parish, a division 

of Bayard, Inc., 1564 Fencorp Dr., Fenton, MO 63026. 800-325-9414. www.creativecommunications.com. All rights reserved.  

 

LEADING AND ASSISTING IN WORSHIP TODAY 
 

Preacher ................................................................................................................ Reverend Charles Reich  

Organist ........................................................................................................................ Elena Miraztchiyska 
 

Elder ........................................................................................................................................ Carlos Orellana 


