Twelfth Sunday After Pentacost
August 31, 2025

As We Gather - Entering the Church of the Nativity in Bethlehem, the traditional site of
the birth of Jesus, is one of the most memorable experiences for any Christian pilgrim
visiting the Holy Land. First constructed at the commission of Roman Emperor
Constantine the Great in AD 326, the church is on the oldest site continually used for
worship by Christians anywhere in the world. Although the basilica initially had a grand
arched entrance in its first thousand years, it came into a period of disuse and neglect
after the conquest of the Holy Land by the Islamic rulers of the Ottoman Empire in AD
1516. In an effort to prevent people from entering the church with horses and cattle, the
Christians caring for the building at that time walled up the main entrance, leaving only a
very small door. This opening has ever since been known as the “Door of Humility.” It
makes a most fitting way for those who come to worship at the site of the manger of the
Christ Child to enter that sacred space. Where we worship here and now is also a sacred
space. Although we may not have needed to bow down to enter the front door today,
bringing an attitude of humility to our worship of our gracious Lord is truly fitting for us.

Offering and Registry of Worship Cards: Please fill out a Registry of Worship Card
found in the pew racks. We ask that you print the names of every person in your family,
indicating if they take communion. One side of the card is for members and the other
side for guests. As the offering is collected, pass the cards to the center aisle so our
ushers can gather them.

Saturday Worship: Offerings and Worship Cards will be received in the offering plates
at the rear of the church either upon entering or when leaving. Thank you for your gift to
the work of the Lord.

About Protecting the Healthy: To protect yourself and others from COVID-19 and other
infectious respiratory diseases, individuals may choose to mask at any time. Appropriate
hand washing by everyone is encouraged. People with symptoms of an infectious illness
are highly encouraged to stay home. Symptoms include fever or chills, cough, shortness
of breath or difficulty breathing, fatigue, muscle or body aches, headache, new loss of
taste or smell, sore throat, congestion or runny nose, nausea or vomiting, and diarrhea.
Thank you for helping to keep everyone healthy as we receive God's gifts in worship.

GENERALLY, BE MINDFUL, NOT FEARFUL.

Prelude and Meditation: Before worship we talk to God (see prayers on page 308 in the
hymnal); during worship God talks to us; after worship we talk to one another.

Prelude:



WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
The Greeting and Sharing of Peace stanq)

PREPARATION
Hymn of Invocation: A Mighty Fortress Is Our God LSB 656
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Text: tr. composite
Text and tune: Martin Luther, 1483-1546
Text and tune: Public domain

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

P} In the name of the Father and of the I~ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

P] If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and

cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.

[P] Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We
have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present
and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on
us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and
walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

P} Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives
you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, |
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the I+ Son and of
the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Stand



Service of the Word

Introit
P} Itis God who executes judgment,
putting down one and lifting up another.

We give thanks to You, O God; we give thanks, for Your name is near.
We recount Your wondrous deeds.

P} At the set time that | appoint
| will judge with equity.

For not from the east or from the west
and not from the wilderness comes lifting up.

P} But | will declare it forever;
| will sing praises to the God of Jacob.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.

P} Itis God who executes judgment,
putting down one and lifting up another.

Kyrie LSB 227
Lord, have mercy;

Christ, have mercy;

Lord, have mercy.



LSB 155

Hymn: This Is the Feast
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Salutation and Collect of the Day
[P} The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

P] Let us pray.
Almighty God, Your Son willingly endured the agony and shame of the cross for our
redemption. Grant us courage to take up our cross daily and follow Him wherever He
leads; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Sit

Old Testament Reading Daniel 3:1-29

'King Nebuchadnezzar made an image of gold, whose height was sixty cubits and its
breadth six cubits. He set it up on the plain of Dura, in the province of Babylon. “Then
King Nebuchadnezzar sent to gather the satraps, the prefects, and the governors, the
counselors, the treasurers, the justices, the magistrates, and all the officials of the
provinces to come to the dedication of the image that King Nebuchadnezzar had set up.
*Then the satraps, the prefects, and the governors, the counselors, the treasurers, the
justices, the magistrates, and all the officials of the provinces gathered for the dedication
of the image that King Nebuchadnezzar had set up. And they stood before the image
that Nebuchadnezzar had set up. *And the herald proclaimed aloud, “You are
commanded, O peoples, nations, and languages, *that when you hear the sound of the
horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, bagpipe, and every kind of music, you are to fall down and
worship the golden image that King Nebuchadnezzar has set up. °And whoever does not
fall down and worship shall immediately be cast into a burning fiery furnace.” "Therefore,
as soon as all the peoples heard the sound of the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, bagpipe,
and every kind of music, all the peoples, nations, and languages fell down and worshiped
the golden image that King Nebuchadnezzar had set up.

®Therefore at that time certain Chaldeans came forward and maliciously accused the
Jews. °They declared to King Nebuchadnezzar, “O king, live forever! '°You, O king, have
made a decree, that every man who hears the sound of the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, harp,
bagpipe, and every kind of music, shall fall down and worship the golden image. ''And
whoever does not fall down and worship shall be cast into a burning fiery furnace. *There

are certain Jews whom you have appointed over the affairs of the province of Babylon:
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Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. These men, O king, pay no attention to you; they do
not serve your gods or worship the golden image that you have set up.”

3Then Nebuchadnezzar in furious rage commanded that Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego be brought. So they brought these men before the king. “Nebuchadnezzar
answered and said to them, “Is it true, O Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, that you do
not serve my gods or worship the golden image that | have set up? "Now if you are
ready when you hear the sound of the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, bagpipe, and every
kind of music, to fall down and worship the image that | have made, well and good. But if
you do not worship, you shall immediately be cast into a burning fiery furnace. And who
is the god who will deliver you out of my hands?”

'®Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego answered and said to the king, “O
Nebuchadnezzar, we have no need to answer you in this matter. If this be so, our God
whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and he will deliver us
out of your hand, O king. "®But if not, be it known to you, O king, that we will not serve
your gods or worship the golden image that you have set up.”

"“Then Nebuchadnezzar was filled with fury, and the expression of his face was
changed against Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. He ordered the furnace heated
seven times more than it was usually heated. ?>And he ordered some of the mighty men
of his army to bind Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, and to cast them into the burning
fiery furnace. ?'Then these men were bound in their cloaks, their tunics, their hats, and
their other garments, and they were thrown into the burning fiery furnace. *Because the
king's order was urgent and the furnace overheated, the flame of the fire killed those men
who took up Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. “°And these three men, Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abednego, fell bound into the burning fiery furnace.

*“Then King Nebuchadnezzar was astonished and rose up in haste. He declared to his
counselors, "Did we not cast three men bound into the fire?” They answered and said to
the king, “True, O king.” ®He answered and said, “But | see four men unbound, walking in
the midst of the fire, and they are not hurt; and the appearance of the fourth is like a son
of the gods.”

*®Then Nebuchadnezzar came near to the door of the burning fiery furnace; he
declared, “Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, servants of the Most High God, come out,
and come here!” Then Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego came out from the fire. *’And
the satraps, the prefects, the governors, and the king's counselors gathered together and
saw that the fire had not had any power over the bodies of those men. The hair of their
heads was not singed, their cloaks were not harmed, and no smell of fire had come upon
them. ®*Nebuchadnezzar answered and said, “Blessed be the God of Shadrach, Meshach,
and Abednego, who has sent his angel and delivered his servants, who trusted in him,
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and set aside the king’'s command, and yielded up their bodies rather than serve and
worship any god except their own God. *Therefore | make a decree: Any people, nation,
or language that speaks anything against the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego
shall be torn limb from limb, and their houses laid in ruins, for there is no other god who
is able to rescue in this way.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Epistle Hebrews 11:1-2, 39—12:3

"Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. “For
by it the people of old received their commendation.

**And all these, though commended through their faith, did not receive what was
promised, “°since God had provided something better for us, that apart from us they
should not be made perfect.

'"Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay
aside every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us run with endurance the race
that is set before us, 2looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the
joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the
right hand of the throne of God.

*Consider him who endured from sinners such hostility against himself, so that you may
not grow weary or fainthearted.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand

Holy Gospel John 16:16-22, 32-33
P] The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the sixteenth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

'®"A little while, and you will see me no longer; and again a little while, and you will see
me.” '’So some of his disciples said to one another, “What is this that he says to us, ‘A
little while, and you will not see me, and again a little while, and you will see me’; and,
'because | am going to the Father'?” '®So they were saying, “What does he mean by ‘a
little while’? We do not know what he is talking about.” ®Jesus knew that they wanted to

ask him, so he said to them, “Is this what you are asking yourselves, what | meant by
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saying, ‘A little while and you will not see me, and again a little while and you will see
me'? “Truly, truly, | say to you, you will weep and lament, but the world will rejoice. You
will be sorrowful, but your sorrow will turn into joy. “'When a woman is giving birth, she
has sorrow because her hour has come, but when she has delivered the baby, she no
longer remembers the anguish, for joy that a human being has been born into the world.
?2So also you have sorrow now, but | will see you again and your hearts will rejoice, and
no one will take your joy from you.

3?Behold, the hour is coming, indeed it has come, when you will be scattered, each to
his own home, and will leave me alone. Yet | am not alone, for the Father is with me. **|
have said these things to you, that in me you may have peace. In the world you will have
tribulation. But take heart; | have overcome the world.”

P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Apostles’ Creed
| believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from
the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father
Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life I everlasting.
Amen.

Sit

Children’'s Sermon



Hymn : For All the Saints sts. 1,4-5,7-8 LSB 677
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Text: William W. How, 1823-97, alt.
Tune: Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872-1958
Text and tune: Public domain
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Sermon “Endure”
Hebrews 12:1-3

Anthem: (Sunday Only) “Forever” Words by Chris Tomlin
Arrangement by Jack Schrader

Gathering of Our Tithes and Offerings (Sunday Only)

Registry of Worship Cards (Sunday Only) — Please pass your completed cards to the
center aisle

Stand

Prayer of the Church
Service of the Sacrament
Preface LSB 160
[P} The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
P] Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
P] Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
P} Itis truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give

thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our
Lord, who on this day overcame death and the grave and by His glorious resurrection
opened to us the way of everlasting life. Therefore with angels and archangels and
with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore
praising You and saying:
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Sanctus LSB 161
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Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB 161
P) Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom

You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be
our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the
all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive,
renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His
body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together,
we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage
feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers;
deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with
the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
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The Words of Our Lord

P} Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He
had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is

My ~} body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks,
He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My
I+ blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you

drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini LSB 163
P] The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.
Agnus Dei LSB 163
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Distribution Distribution Hymns (Sunday Only)

LSB 637 Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord
LSB 507 Holy, Holy, Holy sts. 14
LSB 420 Christ, the Life of All the Living sts. 7, 6-7

Stand

Post-Communion Collect

(Saturday)

P) Let us pray.

| thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You
have graciously kept me this day; and | pray that You would forgive me all my
sins where | have done wrong, and graciously keep me this night. For into Your
hands | commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel
be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen.

(Sunday)

P) Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Benediction LSB 166
P} The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look upon you with favor and *I- give you peace.
Amen.
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Closing Hymn: Saints, See the Cloud of Witnesses LSB 667
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gal - lows, God’s name to hal - low.
mar - tyred; Our lives we bar - tered.”
dur - ing, Our hope se - cur - Ing.
5 Lord, give us faith to walk where You are sending,
On paths unmarked, eyes blind as to their ending;
Not knowing where we go, but that You lead us—
With grace precede us.
6 You, Jesus, You alone deserve all glory!

Our lives unfold, embraced within Your story;
Past, present, future—You, the same forever—

You fail us never!

Text: Stephen P. Starke, 1955; Tune: Dale Wood, 1934-2003
Text: © 1997 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000852
Tune: © 1974 Augsburg Publishing House, admin. Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000852
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Postlude:
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LEADING AND ASSISTING IN WORSHIP TODAY

PASEOT ...ttt Pastor Christopher Hazzard
OFGANIST........e e Elena Miraztchiyska
Saturday
OFGANIST.......oe s Elena Miraztchiyska
EIET ...ttt Steve West
LECEOT ...ttt Gerie Slaten
Sunday
EIET ...ttt Keith Kallstrom
7T ot 1) o John T. Doherty, Jr
GIEELET ... Bob and Cheryl Langanke
AR Kyle Welch
VIAEO ...t Video/Streaming: Kris Welch
GFX: Roland Feickert
AHAr GUIld........oo Sandy Spanier and Janette Williams

LEADING AND ASSISTING IN WORSHIP NEXT SUNDAY

PaSTOT ... Pastor Christopher Hazzard
OFGANIST ... Elena Miraztchiyska
D0 1) PPN Frank Decker
T ot 1) o T Levi Hazzard
GIEELET ...t bbb John T. Doherty, Jr.
AU Judi Rudolph
VIAEO ...ttt Video/Streaming: Josiah Hazzard

GFX: Cheryl Erwin
Altar GUild..........oooe s Sandy Spanier and John T. Doherty, Jr.
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ATTENDANCE AND OFFERINGS FROM LAST WEEK

Saturday WOrship AtLENAANCE ......cccuverrerrresiresssesssessssessssessssesssesssessssessssessssssssssssssssssssssssssssssees 15
Sunday WOrship AtLENAANCE ......ccvurrerreniressressssesssessssessssessssesssessssess s ssessssssssssssssssssssssssssssssnes 90
Envelope and Loose Plate Offerings.....c.cooenererenenenesessessessessessessessessssssssssssssssssssssssseens $0
SIMPLY GIVING/VANCO ...vrrererrrrrresresssesessssssssesssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssassssses $0
PaYPal OffEriNgS ...cuveueeeeecrseiseesetssesesssssssss st sss s ss st ssss s sass s s ssssssanessnsas $0
Website (ShareFaith) ... sssesssssssssssssssssssssssssssssasesnes $0
Total of Offerings RECEIVE ...ttt sssesssssssens $0
Misc. Income, Memorials and Special GiftS ... $0

LIFE THOUGHTS IN THE CHURCH - Pentecost XII - God in His glory disguises the
sanctity of life so that we may know the joy of finding it (Proverbs 25:2). Great delight
awaits those who search beyond appearances, behind ages, beneath abilities to
receive every neighbor as a blessing. May we with both lips and fingers reach into
sin’s hiding places to pull sons and daughters out (Luke 14:5).

ANNOUNCEMENTS

FLOWER SPONSOR - John and Belinda Freer in celebration of their 45t Wedding
Anniversary.

BULLETIN SPONSOR - There is no Bulletin Sponsor this week.
GRIEF SHARE - Grief Share has been postponed until a later date.

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED - The Church office will be closed on Monday, September 1st,
in observance of the Labor Day holiday.

ELDERS MEETING - There will be an Elders Meeting on Sunday, September 7t
following service.

COUNCIL MEETING - There will be a Council Meeting on Monday, September 8t at
6:30 pm.
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MARY MARTHA MEETING - The Mary Martha Group will have their first meeting of
the year on Wednesday, September 10t at 9:30 am in the Fellowship Hall

FELLOWSHIP SIGN-UP - Time to sign up for fellowship teams for this fall! Please read
the August newsletter if you want details about what this involves. Great way to meet
with old friends and make new friends! Contact Joyce Munz at jamunz@yahoo.com or
call 863-937-6756. Hope to have my phone ringing this week!

INSTALLATION OF PASTOR STEVEN BRAUN - On Saturday, September 20, 2025, there
will be an Installation Ceremony for Pastor Steven Braun at Grace Lutheran Church,
327 Avenue C, SE in Winter Haven. The ceremony takes place at 5:00 pm, with
brisket and activities following. All are invited to attend!
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HELP WANTED- The Church is in need of workers in several positions around the
Church. These include Ushers, Offering Counters, Altar Guild, Lectors, Sound Board,
Video Assistance, Elders (requires one year membership, and many other
opportunities to serve. Please consider using your time and talents in some way here
at Christ Lutheran.

ADOPT-A-BLOCK - VOLUNTEERS NEEDED- To reserve your spot on the team or if
you have questions, please contact either Robin Fox or Pastor Chris.

TRUSTEE WORKDAY - The Trustee Workday is each Wednesday from 9am - 1pm. If
you would like to help with the various needs of the church, come join us. A job,
whether large or small can be found to help with. If you notice something you think
needs attention, come let us know. Thanks for helping.

DREAM CENTER VOLUNTEERS - Volunteers are needed to help check-in and sort
items here at Christ Lutheran for the Dream Center. Please see or contact Robin Fox
at 863-513-4774 to schedule a day and time to volunteer.

18



mailto:jamunz@yahoo.com

CHECK YOUR MAILBOX - Please check your mailbox in the Narthex.

CHURCH DIRECTORY - For those that are not aware, our church member directory is
now available online. Please see the flyer sheets in the Narthex for more information
or email stewardship@clclakeland.org.

NAMETAGS - We would like to encourage all our members to please wear their
nametags to church. If you can’t find your nametag or don’t have one, please sign-up
for one on the bulletin board in the Narthex of the church.

STEWARDSHIP CORNER

Luke 14:11 - “For whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles
himself will be exalted.” “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom” (Psalm
111:10). That’s called humility. The Lord is God and we are not. With that in mind,
how could we not seek to follow His Word in all aspects of life? He knows what He is
talking about and we don’t. If you believe that, then striking out on a path of
faithfulness in the realm of stewardship is a lot easier: it just makes sense.
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THIS WEEK AT CHRIST LUTHERAN

MoONday = 9/ 1 ..cciii e s Labor Day - Church Office closed
TUESAAY = 9/ 2.t sees AdoptA-Block @ 11 am
Wednesday — 9/3...issesesesssssesssesssssssssssessenes Dream Center @ Christ Lutheran

Trustee Workday @ 9 am

Choir Practice @ 7 pm
Thursday — 9/4.......ccoveiieiiiii e Bible Study @ 10 am

FIiday — 9/5. s ssssssssssssssssssssens Church Office closed

Pastor’s day off
SATUTAAY — 9/6.neeii it et e s Worship @ 5:30 pm
SUNAAY = /7 e sssases ssens Bible Study @ 8:30 am

Worship @ 10 am
Elders Meeting after Service
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