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Thirteenth Sunday After Pentacost 

September 7, 2025 

 

As We Gather - Jesus is blunt about the cost of discipleship. He does not sugarcoat 

the life He calls us to in the baptismal waters but neither does He diminish His 

promises, gifts, and blessings that accompany this life of faith. Today He calls us to 

count the cost, knowing that the way of the Christian is constantly tested and tried by 

our affection for the things of this life, our vulnerability to the enemies of the faith, and 

the weakness of our own sinful flesh. Part of that cost is not just in what you desire but 

also in what you are willing to surrender for the sake of Christ and His kingdom. 
 

Offering and Registry of Worship Cards: Please fill out a Registry of Worship Card 

found in the pew racks.  We ask that you print the names of every person in your 

family, indicating if they take communion.  One side of the card is for members and the 

other side for guests.  As the offering is collected, pass the cards to the center aisle so 

our ushers can gather them. 
 

 

Saturday Worship:  Offerings and Worship Cards will be received in the offering plates 

at the rear of the church either upon entering or when leaving.  Thank you for your gift 

to the work of the Lord. 
 

 

About Protecting the Healthy: To protect yourself and others from COVID-19 and 

other infectious respiratory diseases, individuals may choose to mask at any time. 

Appropriate hand washing by everyone is encouraged. People with symptoms of an 

infectious illness are highly encouraged to stay home. Symptoms include fever or chills, 

cough, shortness of breath or difficulty breathing, fatigue, muscle or body aches, 

headache, new loss of taste or smell, sore throat, congestion or runny nose, nausea or 

vomiting, and diarrhea. Thank you for helping to keep everyone healthy as we receive 

God‘s gifts in worship. 
 
 

GENERALLY, BE MINDFUL, NOT FEARFUL.   

 
 

Prelude and Meditation:  Before worship we talk to God (see prayers on page 308 in 

the hymnal); during worship God talks to us; after worship we talk to one another.  
 

 

 

Prelude:   
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WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

The Greeting and Sharing of Peace (stand) 

 

PREPARATION 

 

 

Hymn of Invocation:               Come, Thou Almighty King LSB 905 
Δ Please stand after a brief interlude. 

 

 

 

 
Text: English, before 1760, alt. 

Tune: Felice de Giardini, 1716–96 

Text and tune: Public domain 
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Please remain standing 

 

 

 

 

 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

 

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 

 

P Since we are gathered to hear God‘s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and 

receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, 

let us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another 

that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves 

from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite 

mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and 

saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 

 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to 

everlasting life. Amen. 

 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 

forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 

authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 

T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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Service of the Word 

 

Introit Psalm119:27-32 

 

P Make me understand the way of your  | precepts,* 

 and I will meditate on your  | wondrous works. 

C My soul melts away for  | sorrow;* 

 strengthen me according  | to your word! 

P Put false ways  | far from me* 

 and graciously teach  | me your law! 

C  I have chosen the way of  | faithfulness;* 

 I set your just decrees be- | fore me. 

P I cling to your testimonies,  | O LORD;* 

 let me not be  | put to shame! 

C I will run in the way of your com- | mandments* 

 when you en- | large my heart! 

Glory be to the Father and  | to the Son* 

 and to the Holy  | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever.  | Amen. 

Make me understand the way of your  | precepts,* 

 and I will meditate on your  | wondrous works. 

 

 

Kyrie LSB 204 
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Gloria in Excelsis LSB 204 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

 

P Let us pray. 

O merciful Lord, You did not spare Your only Son but delivered Him up for us all. 

Grant us courage and strength to take up the cross and follow Him, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

C Amen. 
 

 

Sit 



6 

 

Old Testament Reading Deuteronomy 30:15–20 

 
15―See, I have set before you today life and good, death and evil. 16If you obey the 

commandments of the LORD your God that I command you today, by loving the LORD 

your God, by walking in his ways, and by keeping his commandments and his statutes 

and his rules, then you shall live and multiply, and the LORD your God will bless you in 

the land that you are entering to take possession of it. 17But if your heart turns away, 

and you will not hear, but are drawn away to worship other gods and serve them, 18I 

declare to you today, that you shall surely perish. You shall not live long in the land that 

you are going over the Jordan to enter and possess. 19I call heaven and earth to witness  

against you today, that I have set before you life and death, blessing and curse. 

Therefore choose life, that you and your offspring may live, 20loving the LORD your God, 

obeying his voice and holding fast to him, for he is your life and length of days, that 

you may dwell in the land that the LORD swore to your fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, 

and to Jacob, to give them.‖ 

 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Epistle Philemon 1–21 

 
1Paul, a prisoner for Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother, 

 To Philemon our beloved fellow worker 2and Apphia our sister and Archippus our 

fellow soldier, and the church in your house: 

 
3Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
4I thank my God always when I remember you in my prayers, 5because I hear of your 

love and of the faith that you have toward the Lord Jesus and all the saints, 6and I pray 

that the sharing of your faith may become effective for the full knowledge of every 

good thing that is in us for the sake of Christ. 7For I have derived much joy and comfort 

from your love, my brother, because the hearts of the saints have been refreshed 

through you. 

 
8Accordingly, though I am bold enough in Christ to command you to do what is 

required, 9yet for love‘s sake I prefer to appeal to you—I, Paul, an old man and now a 

prisoner also for Christ Jesus— 10I appeal to you for my child, Onesimus, whose father I 

became in my imprisonment. 11(Formerly he was useless to you, but now he is indeed 

useful to you and to me.) 12I am sending him back to you, sending my very heart. 13I 

would have been glad to keep him with me, in order that he might serve me on your 

behalf during my imprisonment for the gospel, 14but I preferred to do nothing without 

your consent in order that your goodness might not be by compulsion but of your own 
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free will. 15For this perhaps is why he was parted from you for a while, that you might 

have him back forever, 16no longer as a slave but more than a slave, as a beloved 

brother—especially to me, but how much more to you, both in the flesh and in the 

Lord. 

 
17So if you consider me your partner, receive him as you would receive me. 18If he has 

wronged you at all, or owes you anything, charge that to my account. 19I, Paul, write 

this with my own hand: I will repay it—to say nothing of your owing me even your own 

self. 20Yes, brother, I want some benefit from you in the Lord. Refresh my heart in 

Christ. 

 
21Confident of your obedience, I write to you, knowing that you will do even more 

than I say. 

 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand 

 

Alleluia and Verse 
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Holy Gospel Luke 14:25–35 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the fourteenth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

 

 
25Now great crowds accompanied [Jesus], and he turned and said to them, 26―If 

anyone comes to me and does not hate his own father and mother and wife and 

children and brothers and sisters, yes, and even his own life, he cannot be my disciple. 
27Whoever does not bear his own cross and come after me cannot be my disciple. 28For 

which of you, desiring to build a tower, does not first sit down and count the cost, 

whether he has enough to complete it? 29Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation and 

is not able to finish, all who see it begin to mock him, 30saying, ‗This man began to 

build and was not able to finish.‘ 31Or what king, going out to encounter another king 

in war, will not sit down first and deliberate whether he is able with ten thousand to 

meet him who comes against him with twenty thousand? 32And if not, while the other is 

yet a great way off, he sends a delegation and asks for terms of peace. 33So therefore, 

any one of you who does not renounce all that he has cannot be my disciple. 
   

 
34―Salt is good, but if salt has lost its taste, how shall its saltiness be restored? 35It is of 

no use either for the soil or for the manure pile. It is thrown away. He who has ears to 

hear, let him hear.‖ 

 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
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Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of 

all things visible and invisible. 
 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His 

Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God,      

begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all 

things were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from 

heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made 

man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was 

buried. And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures   and 

ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will 

come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom 

will have no end. 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from 

the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is 

worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one 

holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the 

remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life T of 

the world to come. Amen. 

 
Sit 

 

 

 

 

Children's Sermon 
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Hymn of the Month:                  What Is the World to Me LSB 730 

 

 

 

 
Text: Georg Michael Pfefferkorn, 1645–1732; tr. August Crull, 1845–1923, alt. 

Tune: Ahasverus Fritsch, 1629–1701 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Sermon                             “Wanting What We Already Have” 

Luke 14: 25-35 

 

Choir Anthem: (Sunday Only) ”I Would Rather Have Jesus”  By Shea/Rouse 
 

Gathering of Our Tithes and Offerings  (Sunday Only) 
 

Registry of Worship Cards (Sunday Only) – Please pass your completed cards to the 

center aisle 
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Stand 

 

Prayer of the Church 

 

Service of the Sacrament 

 

Preface LSB 208 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the countless 

blessings You so freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks for 

Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus 

Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might 

not die eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all 

eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin and death and will rise again to 

new life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven 

we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and singing: 
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Sanctus LSB 208 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on 

us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not 

perish but have eternal life. 
 

In Your righteous judgment You condemned the sin of Adam and Eve, who ate the 

forbidden fruit, and You justly barred them and all their children from the tree of 

life. Yet, in Your great mercy, You promised salvation by a second Adam, Your Son, 

Jesus Christ, our Lord, and made His cross a life-giving tree for all who trust in Him. 
 

We give You thanks for the redemption You have prepared for us through Jesus 

Christ. Grant us Your Holy Spirit that we may faithfully eat and drink of the fruits of 

His cross and receive the blessings of forgiveness, life, and salvation that come to 

us in His body and blood. 

 

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 
 



13 

 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come,      

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread;      

and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;      

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the   

kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when 

He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: ―Take, eat; 

this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.‖ 
 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, 

He gave it to them, saying: ―Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in 

My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as 

you drink it, in remembrance of Me.‖ 

 

Pax Domini 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

 

Agnus Dei LSB 210 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 



14 

 

Sit 

 

Distribution:                 Distribution Hymns (Sunday Only) 

 

LSB 624  The Infant Priest Was Holy Born 

LSB 685  Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus 

 
Stand 

 

Nunc Dimittis LSB 211 
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Post-Communion Collect 

 

(Saturday)  

P    Let us pray. 

C  I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that  

     You have graciously kept me this day; and I pray that You would forgive me all  

     my sins where I have done wrong, and graciously keep me this night. For into 

     Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy 

     angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen. 

 

(Sunday) 

P Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this 

salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 

through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Benedicamus LSB 212 

P Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Benediction 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
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Closing Hymn:              Guide Me, O Thou Great Redeemer LSB 918 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: William Williams, 1717–91, abr.; (st. 1): tr. Peter Williams, 1722–96, alt.; (sts. 2–3): tr. William Williams, 1717–91 

Tune: John Hughes, 1873–1932 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Postlude: 
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LEADING AND ASSISTING IN WORSHIP TODAY 

 
Pastor ..................................................................................................... Pastor Christopher Hazzard 
Organist ................................................................................................................ Elena Miraztchiyska 
 

Saturday 
Organist ................................................................................................................ Elena Miraztchiyska 
Elder ................................................................................................................................... Carlos Orellana 
Lector ...................................................................................................................................... Gerie Slaten 
 

Sunday 
Elder ..................................................................................................................................... Frank Decker 
Lector ................................................................................................................................... Levi Hazzard 
Greeter ...................................................................................................................... John T. Doherty, Jr. 
Audio ..................................................................................................................................... Judi Rudolph 
Video ............................................................................................. Video/Streaming: Josiah Hazzard 
 GFX: Cheryl Erwin  
Altar Guild ......................................................................... Sandy Spanier and John T. Doherty, Jr. 

 
 

 

 

 
LEADING AND ASSISTING IN WORSHIP NEXT SUNDAY 

 

Pastor ..................................................................................................... Pastor Christopher Hazzard 
Organist ................................................................................................................ Elena Miraztchiyska 
Elder......................................................................................................................................Carlos Orellana 
Lector ................................................................................................................................... Levi Hazzard 
Greeter ...........................................................................................................................................................  
Audio .................................................................................................................................... Kim Kaniecki 
Video ...................................................................................................... Video/Streaming: Kris Welch  
  GFX: Andrea Hazzard  
Altar Guild ......................................................................... Sandy Spanier and John T. Doherty, Jr. 
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ATTENDANCE AND OFFERINGS FROM LAST WEEK 
 

Saturday Worship Attendance ............................................................................................................ 24 
Sunday Worship Attendance............................................................................................................... 81 
Envelope and Loose Plate Offerings ................................................................................................ $0 
Simply Giving/Vanco............................................................................................................................ .$0  
Paypal Offerings ...................................................................................................................................... $0 
Website (ShareFaith) ............................................................................................................................ $0 
Total of Offerings Received ......................................................................................................... …$0 
Misc. Income, Memorials and Special Gifts ................................................................................... $0 

 

 

 

 

LIFE THOUGHTS IN THE CHURCH – Pentecost XIII – Funny how the Almighty Maker 
invites (orders?) His people to choose life (Deuteronomy 30:19). By His creating, 
redeeming, and calling, life has already chosen us—and every single one of our 
neighbors—from fertilization to forever. Any dealings with death—like abortion and 
assisted suicide—diametrically oppose and dangerously depart from His express 
commandments. 

 
 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

FLOWER SPONSOR – In memory of  Vi Fleck. 
 

BULLETIN SPONSOR –  There is no Bulletin Sponsor this week. 
 

ELDERS MEETING – There is an Elders Meeting today following  service. 
 

COUNCIL MEETING – There will be a Council Meeting on Monday, September 8th at 
6:30 pm. 
 

MARY MARTHA MEETING - Mary Martha will meet this Wednesday, September 10th 
at 9:30am in the Fellowship Hall.  All ladies of the congregation are invited to attend. 
 

MARY MARTHA QUILTERS - Mary Martha Quilters meet each Wednesday at 10am.  
All Ladies from the congregation are invited to come.  You don’t have to be a quilter 
or know how to sew as we need people who can cut, arrange, and tie. 
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INSTALLATION OF PASTOR STEVEN BRAUN – On Saturday, September 20, 2025, 
there will be an Installation Ceremony for Pastor Steven Braun at Grace Lutheran 
Church, 327 Avenue C, SE in Winter Haven.   The ceremony takes place at 5:00 pm, 
with brisket and activities following.  All are invited to attend! 
 

 

 

 

 
 

HELP WANTED- The Church is in need of workers in several positions around the 
Church.  These include Ushers, Offering Counters, Altar Guild, Lectors, Sound Board, 
Video Assistance,  Elders (requires one year membership, and many other 
opportunities to serve.  Please consider using your time and talents in some way 
here at Christ Lutheran. 
 

ADOPT-A-BLOCK – VOLUNTEERS NEEDED– To reserve your spot on the team or if 
you have questions, please contact either Robin Fox or Pastor Chris. 
 

TRUSTEE WORKDAY - The Trustee Workday is each Wednesday from 9am – 1pm.  If 
you would like to help with the various needs of the church, come join us.  A job, 
whether large or small can be found to help with.  If you notice something you think 
needs attention, come let us know.  Thanks for helping. 
 

DREAM CENTER VOLUNTEERS – Volunteers are needed to help check- in and sort 
items here at Christ Lutheran for the Dream Center.  Please see or contact Robin Fox 
at 863-513-4774 to schedule a day and time to volunteer.  
 
 

 

CHECK YOUR MAILBOX – Please check your mailbox in the Narthex.   
 

CHURCH DIRECTORY – For those that are not aware, our church member directory 
is now available online.  Please see the flyer sheets in the Narthex for more 
information or email  stewardship@clclakeland.org. 
 

NAMETAGS – We would like to encourage all our members to please wear their 
nametags to church. If you can’t find your nametag or don’t have one, please sign-up 
for one on the bulletin board in the Narthex of the church. 
 

mailto:stewardship@clclakeland.org
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STEWARDSHIP CORNER 

Luke 14:33 – “So therefore, any one of you who does not renounce all that he has 
cannot be my disciple.” None of what we have is ours. It all belongs to God. That is 
the foundation of Christian stewardship. What we have been given is to be used for 
God’s purposes according to our callings in home, Church, and society. As we learn to 
live generously in these callings, we renounce our ownership of our wealth. It’s not 
“ours,” it’s His. God owns everything, and we manage it for the furtherance of His 
goals. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

THIS WEEK AT CHRIST LUTHERAN 
 
Monday – 9/8 ........................................................................................ Council Meeting @ 6:30 pm 
Tuesday – 9/9 ................................................................................................ Adopt-A-Block @ 11 am 
Wednesday – 9/10 ................................................................... Dream Center @ Christ Lutheran 
                                             Trustee Workday @ 9 am 
                                                                                                    Mary Martha Meeting @ 9:30 am 
                                                                                                                                  Quilters @ 10 am 
                                                                                                                         Choir Practice @ 7 pm 
Thursday – 9/11………………………………………………………….…………...Bible Study @ 10 am 
Friday – 9/12 ....................................................................................................... Church Office closed 
                                                                                                                                      Pastor’s day off 
Saturday – 9/13………………………………………………………………….……..Worship @ 5:30 pm 
Sunday – 9/14............................................................................................ …..Bible Study @ 8:30 am 
                                                                                                                                 Worship @ 10 am 

 
 


