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Holy Cross Day 

Fourteenth Sunday After Pentacost 

September 14, 2025 

 

Offering and Registry of Worship Cards: Please fill out a Registry of Worship Card 

found in the pew racks.  We ask that you print the names of every person in your family, 

indicating if they take communion.  One side of the card is for members and the other 

side for guests.  As the offering is collected, pass the cards to the center aisle so our 

ushers can gather them. 
 

 

Saturday Worship:  Offerings and Worship Cards will be received in the offering plates 

at the rear of the church either upon entering or when leaving.  Thank you for your gift to 

the work of the Lord. 
 

 

About Protecting the Healthy: To protect yourself and others from COVID-19 and other 

infectious respiratory diseases, individuals may choose to mask at any time. Appropriate 

hand washing by everyone is encouraged. People with symptoms of an infectious illness 

are highly encouraged to stay home. Symptoms include fever or chills, cough, shortness 

of breath or difficulty breathing, fatigue, muscle or body aches, headache, new loss of 

taste or smell, sore throat, congestion or runny nose, nausea or vomiting, and diarrhea. 

Thank you for helping to keep everyone healthy as we receive God‟s gifts in worship. 

 
 

GENERALLY, BE MINDFUL, NOT FEARFUL.   

 

 
 

Prelude and Meditation:  Before worship we talk to God (see prayers on page 308 in the 

hymnal); during worship God talks to us; after worship we talk to one another.  
 

 

 

 

Prelude:   

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

The Greeting and Sharing of Peace (stand) 
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PREPARATION 

 

Hymn of Invocation                     Lift High the Cross LSB 837  sts. ref–6   

 

 

 

 
 

5 Let ev‟ry race and ev‟ry language tell 

Of Him who saves our lives from death  

  and hell.  Refrain 

6 So shall our song of triumph ever be: 

Praise to the Crucified for victory!  

 Refrain 
 

Text: George W. Kitchin, 1827–1912; rev. Michael R. Newbolt, 1874–1956, alt.  Tune: Sydney H. Nicholson, 1875–1947 

Text and tune: © 1974 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000852 

 
Stand 

 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 
 

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 
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P Since we are gathered to hear God‟s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and 

receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let 

us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we 

have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our 

sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of 

God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, 

be merciful to me, a sinner. 
 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to 

everlasting life. Amen. 
 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives 

you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I 

therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of 

the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

 

Service of the Word 

Introit From Psalm 98 

 

P The LORD has made known his sal- | vation;* 

 he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the  | nations. 

C Oh sing to the LORD a new song, for he has done  | marvelous things!* 

 His right hand and his holy arm have worked salva- | tion for him. 

P Make a joyful noise to the LORD,  | all the earth;* 

 break forth into joyous song and sing  | praises! 

C With trumpets and the sound  | of the horn* 

 make a joyful noise before the  | King, the LORD! 

Glory be to the Father and  | to the Son* 

 and to the Holy  | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever.  | Amen. 

The LORD has made known his sal- | vation;* 

 he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the  | nations. 
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Kyrie LSB 204 

 
 

 
 

Gloria in Excelsis LSB 204 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

P Let us pray. 

Merciful God, Your Son, Jesus Christ, was lifted high upon the cross that He might 

bear the sins of the world and draw all people to Himself. Grant that we who glory in 

His death for our redemption may faithfully heed His call to bear the cross and follow 

Him, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

C Amen. 

 

 
Sit 

 

Old Testament Reading Numbers 21:4–9 

 
4From Mount Hor they set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around the land of 

Edom. And the people became impatient on the way. 5And the people spoke against God 

and against Moses, “Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? 

For there is no food and no water, and we loathe this worthless food.” 6Then the LORD 

sent fiery serpents among the people, and they bit the people, so that many people of 

Israel died. 7And the people came to Moses and said, “We have sinned, for we have 

spoken against the LORD and against you. Pray to the LORD, that he take away the serpents 

from us.” So Moses prayed for the people. 8And the LORD said to Moses, “Make a fiery 

serpent and set it on a pole, and everyone who is bitten, when he sees it, shall live.” 9So 

Moses made a bronze serpent and set it on a pole. And if a serpent bit anyone, he would 

look at the bronze serpent and live. 

 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

 

 

Epistle 1 Corinthians 1:18–25 

 
18The word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are being 

saved it is the power of God. 19For it is written, 

“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 

 and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 

20Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age?  
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Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21For since, in the wisdom of God, 

the world did not know God through wisdom, it pleased God through the folly of what  

we preach to save those who believe. 22For Jews demand signs and Greeks seek wisdom, 
23but we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to Gentiles, 24but to 

those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of 

God. 25For the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger 

than men. 
 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand 

 

Alleluia and Verse 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Holy Gospel John 12:20–33 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twelfth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
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20Now among those who went up to worship at the feast were some Greeks. 21So these 

came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and asked him, “Sir, we wish to see 

Jesus.” 22Philip went and told Andrew; Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. 23And Jesus 

answered them, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. 24Truly, truly, I say  

to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, 

it bears much fruit. 25Whoever loves his life loses it, and whoever hates his life in this 

world will keep it for eternal life. 26If anyone serves me, he must follow me; and where I 

am, there will my servant be also. If anyone serves me, the Father will honor him. 

 
27“Now is my soul troubled. And what shall I say? „Father, save me from this hour‟? But 

for this purpose I have come to this hour. 28Father, glorify your name.” Then a voice came 

from heaven: “I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.” 29The crowd that stood there 

and heard it said that it had thundered. Others said, “An angel has spoken to him.” 30Jesus 

answered, “This voice has come for your sake, not mine. 31Now is the judgment of this 

world; now will the ruler of this world be cast out. 32And I, when I am lifted up from the 

earth, will draw all people to myself.” 33He said this to show by what kind of death he was 

going to die. 

 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

 

 

Apostles’ Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.  
 

        And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 

died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from 

the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father 

Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

        I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life T everlasting. 

Amen. 
 

 

 

Sit 
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Children's Sermon 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Hymn of the Day:                     What Is the World to Me LSB 730 

 

 

 

 
Text: Georg Michael Pfefferkorn, 1645–1732; tr. August Crull, 1845–1923, alt. 

Tune: Ahasverus Fritsch, 1629–1701 

Text and tune: Public domain 
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Sermon                                         “Divine Realignment” 

1 Corinthians 1:18-25 

 

Choir Anthem: (Sunday Only)    “In The Shadow Of The Cross” by Lee Dengler 
 

Gathering of Our Tithes and Offerings  (Sunday Only) 
 

Registry of Worship Cards (Sunday Only) – Please pass your completed cards to the 

center aisle 

 

Reception of New Members 

 
Stand 

 

Prayer of the Church 

 
 

Service of the Sacrament 

 

Preface LSB 208 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the countless 

blessings You so freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks for 

Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus 

Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might 

not die eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all 

eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin and death and will rise again to 

new life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven 

we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and singing: 
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Sanctus LSB 208 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on us 

and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish 

but have eternal life. 
 

At Your command, Abraham prepared to offer his son Isaac as a sacrifice on the 

mountain; yet, in mercy You provided a ram as a substitute. We give You thanks that 

on Calvary You spared not Your only Son but sent Him to offer His life as a ransom 

for many. 
 

As we eat and drink His body and blood, grant us, like Abraham our father, to trust in 

Your promise now fulfilled in Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the 

world. 
 

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 
 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come,      

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread;      

and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;      

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the   

kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
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The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He 

had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is 

My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, 

He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My 

T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you 

drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Pax Domini 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

 

 

Agnus Dei LSB 210 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 

 
Sit 
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Distribution:                 Distribution Hymns (Sunday Only) 

 

LSB 560  Drawn to the Cross, Which Thou Hast Blessed 

LSB 427  In the Cross of Christ I Glory 

 
Stand 

 

Nunc Dimittis LSB 211 
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Post-Communion Collect 
 

(Saturday)  

P    Let us pray. 

C   I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You  

       have graciously kept me this day; and I pray that You would forgive me all my 

       sins where I have done wrong, and graciously keep me this night. For into Your  

       hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel  

       be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen. 

 

 

(Sunday) 

P Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this 

salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 

through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

 

 

Benedicamus LSB 212 

P Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

Benediction 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
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Closing Hymn:              When I Survey the Wondrous Cross LSB 425 

 

 

 
Text: Isaac Watts, 1674–1748 

Tune: Lowell Mason, 1792–1872 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

 

Postlude: 

 

 
Acknowledgments 

Divine Service, Setting Four from Lutheran Service Book 

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a 

publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2025 Concordia Publishing House. 
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LEADING AND ASSISTING IN WORSHIP TODAY 

 
Pastor ............................................................................................ Pastor Christopher Hazzard 
Organist ......................................................................................................... Elena Miraztchiyska 
 
Saturday 
Organist ......................................................................................................... Elena Miraztchiyska 
Elder ............................................................................................................................... Steve Rosane 
Lector .............................................................................................................................. Gerie Slaten 
 
Sunday 
Elder ............................................................................................................................ Carlos Orellana 
Lector ........................................................................................................................... Levi Hazzard 
Greeter .....................................................................................................................................................  
Audio ............................................................................................................................. Kim Kaniecki 
Video.............................................................................................. Video/Streaming: Kris Welch 
 GFX: Andrea Hazzard  
Altar Guild................................................................. Sandy Spanier and John T. Doherty, Jr. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
LEADING AND ASSISTING IN WORSHIP NEXT SUNDAY 

 
Pastor ............................................................................................ Pastor Christopher Hazzard 
Organist ......................................................................................................... Elena Miraztchiyska 
Elder...........................................................................................................................Keith Kallstrom 
Lector ........................................................................................................................... Kim Kaniecki 
Greeter ......................................................................................................................... Kim Kaniecki 
Audio ................................................................................................................................... Kyle Welch 
Video.............................................................................................. Video/Streaming: Kris Welch  
  GFX: Roland Feickert  
Altar Guild................................................................. Sandy Spanier and John T. Doherty, Jr. 
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ATTENDANCE AND OFFERINGS FROM LAST WEEK 
 

Saturday Worship Attendance ................................................................................................... 20 
Sunday Worship Attendance ...................................................................................................... 83 
Envelope and Loose Plate Offerings ........................................................................................$0 
Simply Giving/Vanco .....................................................................................................................$0  
Paypal Offerings ...............................................................................................................................$0 
Website (ShareFaith) .....................................................................................................................$0 
Total of Offerings Received .....................................................................................................$0 
Misc. Income, Memorials and Special Gifts ..........................................................................$0 

 

 

 

 

LIFE THOUGHTS IN THE CHURCH – Holy Cross – Jesus made His cross a 
decidedly public proclamation, lifted up and appealing to everyone (John 12:32). 
Christianity knows nothing of private convictions and personal choices. We get 
to speak openly, courageously, and compassionately that no other deliverance 
exists (Psalm 40:10), not even abortion or assisted suicide. Every human life 
belongs to Him alone who has drawn all unto Himself. 

 
 

 

 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

FLOWER SPONSOR – In memory of Rebecca Cantrell. 
 

BULLETIN SPONSOR –  There is no Bulletin Sponsor this week. 
 

MARY MARTHA QUILTERS - Mary Martha Quilters meet each Wednesday at 
10am.  All Ladies from the congregation are invited to come.  You don’t have to 
be a quilter or know how to sew as we need people who can cut, arrange, and tie. 
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ENDOWMENT FUND COMMITTEE MEETING -The Endowment Fund Committee 
will be having their next meeting on Sunday, September 28th following 
the worship service.  The meeting will be held in the Zoom Room, 1st door on the 
right in the Fellowship all. Looking forward to seeing everyone on the 
Committee.   Helen Borgwardt, Chairperson. 
 

COMMUNITY GARDEN – Check out our community garden!  Help yourself to 
herbs and flowers, right outside the kitchen door!  Lori Wacker 
 

 

 

 

INSTALLATION OF PASTOR STEVEN BRAUN – On Saturday, September 20, 2025, 
there will be an Installation Ceremony for Pastor Steven Braun at Grace 
Lutheran Church, 327 Avenue C, SE in Winter Haven.   The ceremony takes place 
at 5:00 pm, with brisket and activities following.  All are invited to attend! 
 

 

 

 

 
 

HELP WANTED- The Church is in need of workers in several positions around 
the Church.  These include Ushers, Offering Counters, Altar Guild, Lectors, Sound 
Board, Video Assistance,  Elders (requires one year membership, and many other 
opportunities to serve.  Please consider using your time and talents in some way 
here at Christ Lutheran. 
 

ADOPT-A-BLOCK – VOLUNTEERS NEEDED– To reserve your spot on the team or 
if you have questions, please contact either Robin Fox or Pastor Chris. 
 

TRUSTEE WORKDAY - The Trustee Workday is each Wednesday from 9am – 1pm.  
If you would like to help with the various needs of the church, come join us.  A job, 
whether large or small can be found to help with.  If you notice something you 
think needs attention, come let us know.  Thanks for helping. 
 

DREAM CENTER VOLUNTEERS – Volunteers are needed to help check- in and 
sort items here at Christ Lutheran for the Dream Center.  Please see or contact 
Robin Fox at 863-513-4774 to schedule a day and time to volunteer.  
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CHECK YOUR MAILBOX – Please check your mailbox in the Narthex.   
 

CHURCH DIRECTORY – For those that are not aware, our church member 
directory is now available online.  Please see the flyer sheets in the Narthex for 
more information or email  stewardship@clclakeland.org. 
 

NAMETAGS – We would like to encourage all our members to please wear their 
nametags to church. If you can’t find your nametag or don’t have one, please 
sign-up for one on the bulletin board in the Narthex of the church. 
 

 

 

STEWARDSHIP CORNER 

Luke 15:2 – “And the Pharisees and the scribes grumbled, saying, ‘This man 
receives sinners and eats with them.’” Thanks be to God: Jesus receives us 
sinners! What the Pharisees can’t understand, we praise with all our being. We 
give thanks for the grace of God, and we live by that grace. The more of it we 
receive, the more we will want to conform ourselves to the image of our 
generous and gracious Lord. Knowing the Lord and trusting Him come first, and 
the desire to imitate Him can’t help but follow. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:stewardship@clclakeland.org
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THIS WEEK AT CHRIST LUTHERAN 
 
Tuesday – 9/16 ............................................................................................. Adopt-A-Block @ 11 am 
Wednesday – 9/17 .................................................................... Dream Center @ Christ Lutheran 
                                             Trustee Workday @ 9 am 
                                                                                                                                  Quilters @ 10 am 
                                                                                                                         Choir Practice @ 7 pm 
Thursday – 9/18………………………………………………………….…………...Bible Study @ 10 am 
Friday – 9/19 ........................................................................................................ Church Office closed 
                                                                                                                                      Pastor’s day off 
Saturday – 9/20………………………………………………………………….……..Worship @ 5:30 pm 
Sunday – 9/21 ............................................................................................ …..Bible Study @ 8:30 am 
                                                                                                                                 Worship @ 10 am 
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