Twenty Third Sunday After Pentecost
November 16, 2025

As We Gather - One of the great mysteries of the Christian faith can be summed up in
the word “near.” “Near” can indicate something that is almost here but hasn't yet arrived.
And at the same time, “near” can point to something already with us, like those “near and
dear” to our hearts. The word “near” resounds with feelings of the here and now and the
not quite yet. Today in worship, Your Savior, Jesus, is near! He is present in the here and
now, delivering grace upon grace. And He is on His way, bringing the fullness of His
freedom. Praise the God who comes near in Jesus Christ, our Lord!

Offering and Registry of Worship Cards: Please fill out a Registry of Worship Card
found in the pew racks. We ask that you print the names of every person in your family,
indicating if they take communion. One side of the card is for members and the other
side for guests. As the offering is collected, pass the cards to the center aisle so our
ushers can gather them.

Saturday Worship: Offerings and Worship Cards will be received in the offering plates at
the rear of the church either upon entering or when leaving. Thank you for your gift to
the work of the Lord.

About Protecting the Healthy: To protect yourself and others from infectious
respiratory diseases, individuals may choose to mask at any time. Appropriate hand
washing by everyone is encouraged. People with symptoms of an infectious illness are
highly encouraged to stay home. Symptoms include fever or chills, cough, shortness of
breath or difficulty breathing, fatigue, muscle or body aches, headache, new loss of taste
or smell, sore throat, congestion or runny nose, nausea or vomiting, and diarrhea. Thank
you for helping to keep everyone healthy as we receive God's gifts in worship.

GENERALLY, BE MINDFUL, NOT FEARFUL.

Prelude and Meditation: Before worship we talk to God (see prayers on page 308 in the
hymnal); during worship God talks to us; after worship we talk to one another.

Prelude:

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
The Greeting and Sharing of Peace stang)



PREPARATION

Hymn of Invocation: Ye Watchers and Ye Holy Ones LSB 670
A Please stand after a brief interlude.
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lu - ia, al-le-lu - 1ia, al - le - lu - ia!”
lu - 1a, al-le-lu - 1a, al -le - lu - ia!”
lu - ia, al-le-lu - 1ia, al - le - lu - ia!”
lu - 1a, al-le-lu - 1a, al -le - lu - ia!”

Text: J. Athelstan L. Riley, 1858-1945, alt. Tune: Geistliche Kirchengeséng, 1623, KéIn
Text and tune: Public domain

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.
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In the name of the Father and of the "I Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.

(P)

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We
have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present
and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on
us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and
walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives
you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, |
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the I+ Son and of
the Holy Spirit.

Amen.



Service of the Word

Introit
A | *
L —

P} Heaven and earth will | pass away,*
but my words will not | pass away.

I lift up my eyes | to the hills.*
From where does my | help come?

P} My help comes | from the LORD,*
who made | heaven and earth.

The LoRb is your | keeper;*
the LorD is your shade on your | right hand.

P} The LorD will keep you from all | evil;*
he will | keep your life.

The Lorp will keep your going out and your | coming in*

from this time forth and for- | evermore.

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;

as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.

Heaven and earth will | pass away,*
but my words will not | pass away.

Kyrie LSB 152
P} In peace let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.



P} For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

P} For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for
the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

P} For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to
the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

P} Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

f
N5 ) I
o ¥ o
e ~— N
A - men.
This Is the Feast LSB 155
A u Refrain
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God.
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Al-le - Tu - ia, al-le - lu-ia, al -le - Iu - ia.

Continued on next page.
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1 — Wor-thy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose
2 Pow - er, rich - es, wis-dom,and strength, and
3 Sing with all the peo - ple of God, and
4 Bless - ing, hon - or, glo - ry, and might be to
5 For the Lamb who was slain has be -
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blood set us free to be peo - ple of God. Refrain
hon - or, bless - ing, and glo - ry are His. Refrain
join in the hymn of all cre - a - tion: Stanza 4
God and the Lamb for -ev-er. A - men. Refrain
gun His reign. Al -le - lu - ia.  Final Refrain
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Salutation and Collect of the Day
[P} The Lord be with you.
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P] Let us pray.
O Lord, almighty and ever-living God, You have given exceedingly great and precious
promises to those who trust in You. Rule and govern our hearts and minds by Your
Holy Spirit that we may live and abide forever in Your Son, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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A - men.

Sit

Old Testament Reading Malachi 4:1-6
' “For behold, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when all the arrogant and all
evildoers will be stubble. The day that is coming shall set them ablaze, says the LORD of
hosts, so that it will leave them neither root nor branch. 2But for you who fear my name,
the sun of righteousness shall rise with healing in its wings. You shall go out leaping like
calves from the stall. >And you shall tread down the wicked, for they will be ashes under

the soles of your feet, on the day when | act, says the LORD of hosts.

“"Remember the law of my servant Moses, the statutes and just decrees that |
commanded him at Horeb for all Israel.

>"Behold, | will send you Elijah the prophet before the great and awesome day of the
LOrRD comes. ®And he will turn the hearts of fathers to their children and the hearts of
children to their fathers, lest | come and strike the land with a decree of utter
destruction.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Epistle 2 Thessalonians 3:1-13
'Finally, brothers, pray for us, that the word of the Lord may speed ahead and be
honored, as happened among you, *and that we may be delivered from wicked and evil
men. For not all have faith. *But the Lord is faithful. He will establish you and guard you
against the evil one. “And we have confidence in the Lord about you, that you are doing
and will do the things that we command. >*May the Lord direct your hearts to the love of
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God and to the steadfastness of Christ.

®*Now we command you, brothers, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you keep
away from any brother who is walking in idleness and not in accord with the tradition that
you received from us. “For you yourselves know how you ought to imitate us, because we
were not idle when we were with you, ®nor did we eat anyone’s bread without paying for
it, but with toil and labor we worked night and day, that we might not be a burden to any
of you. °It was not because we do not have that right, but to give you in ourselves an
example to imitate. "°For even when we were with you, we would give you this command:
If anyone is not willing to work, let him not eat. "'For we hear that some among you walk
in idleness, not busy at work, but busybodies. "?Now such persons we command and
encourage in the Lord Jesus Christ to do their work quietly and to earn their own living.

3As for you, brothers, do not grow weary in doing good.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand

Alleluia and Verse LSB 156
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Al-le - lu - ia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the
) 4
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words of e-ter-nal life. Al-le-lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia.

Holy Gospel Luke 21:5-28

P] The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twenty-first chapter.
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Glo - ry to You, O Lord.

"While some were speaking of the temple, how it was adorned with noble stones and
offerings, [Jesus] said, ®”As for these things that you see, the days will come when there
will not be left here one stone upon another that will not be thrown down.” "And they
asked him, “Teacher, when will these things be, and what will be the sign when these
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things are about to take place?” ®And he said, “See that you are not led astray. For many
will come in my name, saying, ‘l am he!” and, 'The time is at hand!” Do not go after them.
SAnd when you hear of wars and tumults, do not be terrified, for these things must first
take place, but the end will not be at once.”

'Then he said to them, “Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom.
""There will be great earthquakes, and in various places famines and pestilences. And
there will be terrors and great signs from heaven. >But before all this they will lay their
hands on you and persecute you, delivering you up to the synagogues and prisons, and
you will be brought before kings and governors for my name’s sake. *This will be your
opportunity to bear witness. Settle it therefore in your minds not to meditate
beforehand how to answer, "for | will give you a mouth and wisdom, which none of your
adversaries will be able to withstand or contradict. "®You will be delivered up even by
parents and brothers and relatives and friends, and some of you they will put to death.
""You will be hated by all for my name’s sake. '®But not a hair of your head will perish.
YBy your endurance you will gain your lives.

20"But when you see Jerusalem surrounded by armies, then know that its desolation has
come near. *'Then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains, and let those who are
inside the city depart, and let not those who are out in the country enter it, **for these are
days of vengeance, to fulfill all that is written. 2*Alas for women who are pregnant and for
those who are nursing infants in those days! For there will be great distress upon the
earth and wrath against this people. **They will fall by the edge of the sword and be led
captive among all nations, and Jerusalem will be trampled underfoot by the Gentiles, until
the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled.

>>"And there will be signs in sun and moon and stars, and on the earth distress of
nations in perplexity because of the roaring of the sea and the waves, **people fainting
with fear and with foreboding of what is coming on the world. For the powers of the
heavens will be shaken. 2’And then they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with
power and great glory. ®Now when these things begin to take place, straighten up and
raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.”

P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise to You, O  Christ.
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Children's Sermon

Sixth Petition
And lead us not into temptation.

What does this mean?

God tempts no one. We pray in this petition that God would guard and keep us
so that the devil, the world, and our sinful nature may not deceive us or mislead
us into false belief, despair, and other great shame and vice. Although we are
attacked by these things, we pray that we may finally overcome them and win
the victory.

Seventh Petition
But deliver us from evil.

What does this mean?

We pray in this petition, in summary, that our Father in heaven would rescue us
from every evil of body and soul, possessions and reputation, and finally, when
our last hour comes, give us a blessed end, and graciously take us from this
valley of sorrow to Himself in heaven.

Hymn of the Day: Our Father, Who from Heaven Above LSB 766 sts. 1, 7-9
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1 Our Fa - ther, who from heav’'n a - bove Bids all of us to
7 Lead not in - to temp - ta - tion, Lord, Where our grim foe and
8 From e - vil, Lord, de - liv - er us; The times and days are
9 A - men, that 1is, so shall it be. Make strongour faith in
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pray to You in u - ni - ty, Teach us no thought-less words to

us re-sist, help us to stand Firm in the faith, a might-y
when we yield our dy - ing breath,Con - sole us, grant us calm re-
what we ask we shall re - ceive. Thus 1in Your name and at Your
H |
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say DBut from our in - most hearts to pray.
host, Through com - fort of the Ho - ly  Ghost.
lease, And take our souls to You in peace.
Word We say, “A - men, O hear us, Lord!”
Text: Martin Luther, 1483-1546; (sts. 1, 8-9): tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt,; (st. 7): tr. F. Samuel Janzow, 1913-2001, alt.
Tune: attr. Martin Luther, 1483-1546 Text (sts. 1, 8-9): Public domain
Text (st. 7): © 1980 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000852
Tune: Public domain
Sermon “Not Today, Satan”

The Lord’s Prayer

Stand

Apostles’ Creed

| believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from
the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father
Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life ‘I everlasting.

Amen.
11



Sit
Choir Anthem: (Sunday Only) “Protector of My Soul” by Anne Babour

Gathering of Our Tithes and Offerings (Sunday Only)

Registry of Worship Cards (Sunday Only) — Please pass your completed cards to the
center aisle

Prayer of the Church

Service of the Sacrament

Preface LSB 160
P} The Lord be with you.
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And al - so with you.

P] Lift up your hearts.
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We lift them to the Lord.

P} Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
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It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
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It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our
Lord, who, having created all things, took on human flesh and was born of the virgin
Mary. For our sake He died on the cross and rose from the dead to put an end to
death, thus fulfilling Your will and gaining for You a holy people. Therefore with
angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your
glorious name, evermore praising You and singing:

Sanctus LSB 161
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comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-san-na in the high - est.

Prayer of Thanksgiving

(P)

Blessed are You, Lord God of all creation, for You have displayed Your power and
Your provision in the merciful sending of Your Son, Jesus Christ. We praise You that
He wore our flesh and bore our sins, and that He invites us to His Table to share in
the fruits of His victory. Gather us in faith to receive the true body and blood of our
Savior, Jesus, as those in need of His redemption. Give us hearts that overflow with
gratitude and yearn for the nearness of our Redeemer, who died, who is risen, and
who is coming again, through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
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The Words of Our Lord

P} Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He
had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is
My I+ body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me."

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks,
He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My
1+ blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you
drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

P] As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until
He comes.

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

P} O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat
and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and passion,
Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your
ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. So remember us in
Your kingdom and teach us to pray:

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come,

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Pax Domini LSB 163

f)
b
\\JJ 0l ? -
[P) The peace of the Lord be with you al - ways.
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Agnus Dei LSB 163
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sin of the world; grant us peace.
Sit
Distribution Distribution Hymns (Sunday Only)

Stand

LSB 817 Earth and All Stars
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LSB 809 Great Is Thy Faithfulness



Thank the Lord LSB 164
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Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev-’ry-one what He has done.
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Let all who seek the Lord re - joice and proud-ly bear His name.
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He re-calls His prom-is - es and leads His peo-ple forth in joy
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with shouts of thanks-giv-ing. Al-le -lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia.

Post-Communion Collect

(Saturday)
P] Let us pray.

|
Y

thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that
ou have graciously kept me this day; and | pray that You would forgive me all

my sins where | have done wrong, and graciously keep me this night. For into

Y

our hands | commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy

angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen.

(Sunday)

(P)

Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
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Benedicti

on

P} The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and *I+ give you peace.

=

LSB 166
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Closing Hymn: Rise, Shine, You People LSB 825
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1 Rise, shine, you peo - ple! Christ the Lord has en - tered

2 See how He sends the powrs of e - vil reel - ing;

3 Come, cel - e-brate, your ban - ners high un - furl - ing,

4 Tell how the Fa - ther sent His Son to save us.
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Our hu-man sto - ry; God in Him 1is cen - tered.
He brings us free - dom, light and life and heal - ing.
Your songs and prayers a - gainst the  dark-ness hurl - ing.
Tell of the Son, who Ilife and free-dom gave us.
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He comes to us, by death and sin sur -
All men and wom - en, who by guilt are
To all the world go out and tell the
Tell how the Spir - it calls  from ev - 1y
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round - ed, With grace un - bound - ed.
driv. - en, Now are for - giv - en.
sto - 1y Of Je - sus’ glo - 1y
na - i His new cre - a - tion.

Text: Ronald A. Klug, 1939-2021, alt. Tune: Dale Wood, 1934-2003
Text and tune: © 1974 Augsburg Publishing House, admin. Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000852
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ATTENDANCE AND OFFERINGS FROM LAST WEEK

Saturday Worship AttENAANCE ...t sssssseas 20
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LIFE THOUGHTS IN THE CHURCH - As the days draw closer to Christ’s return, we have
witnessed people brought before kings and governors for the sake of Jesus’ name and the
truth that every life is precious in God’s sight, just like Jesus warned (Luke 21:10-12). But
don’t be afraid! “This is your opportunity to bear witness” (Luke 21:13)! We can go out
“leaping like calves from the stall” (Malachi 4:2), proclaiming the sanctity of all life because
we know that God promises to “give you a mouth and wisdom” (Luke 21:15) and that the
“sun of righteousness” shall soon “rise with healing in its wings” (Malachi 4:2).

ANNOUNCEMENTS

FLOWER SPONSOR - David and Lora Wacker in thanksgiving for their grandson Owen'’s
second birthday; last week’s altar flowers were given in honor of Veteran’s Day by Scott
Seiferth, in thanksgiving for our veterans.

BULLETIN SPONSOR - There is no Bulletin Sponsor this week.

MARY MARTHA QUILTERS - Mary Martha Quilters meet each Wednesday at 10 am. All
Ladies from the congregation are invited to come. You don’t have to be a quilter or know
how to sew as we need people who can cut, arrange, and tie.

FELLOWSHIP HOUR (SUNDAY) - The Thanksgiving Potluck is today, following service,
before the Voter’s Meeting, with Team 1 serving; Team 2 is serving next week. Our
Fellowship offerings for this Fall will be: November - Gideons December - Top Button.

VOTER’S CONGREGATIONAL MEETING - The Voter’'s Congregational Meeting will take
place today after service.

THRIVENT CHOICE - Did you know? If you have a Thrivent Life Insurance policy, you can
donate “Choice Dollars” to our church. This gift doesn’t affect your policy in any way butis a
wonderful way to support the church financially! Follow this link for more information:
Thrivent Charitable Impact & Investing - Thrivent Charitable.
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AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE CLASSES - The ASL for Beginners classes continue with
Maddie Block on Mondays from 6:30 p.m. until 7:30 p.m., through November 24th. This fun
learning experience will help prepare you to better communicate with our deaf neighbors.
Bring a friend!

ANNUAL BAZAAR - The annual Christ Lutheran Craft Bazaar will be held on Saturday,
December 6% from 9:00 am - 2:00 pm. Profits will benefit local charities. See you there!

ALTAR FLOWER SIGN-UP - Sign-up sheets through August 2026 are now posted on the
bulletin board in the Narthex. Each sheet will now be posted quarterly, by season, so that as
a season passes, a new sheet will be put up, rather than one sheet used for the entire year.
There are still some spaces open for the remainder of 2025. It would be a blessing to see
those filled! Additional information is available on the poster, immediately next to the
signup sheets. Specially designated envelopes are available below the poster. Altar flower
offerings go toward our Christmas and Easter live flowers, as well as toward the proper
upkeep and refreshing of our silk arrangements used throughout the year.
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HELP WANTED - The Church is in need of workers in several positions around the Church.
These include Ushers, Offering Counters, Altar Guild, Lectors, Sound Board, Video
Assistance, Elders (requires one year membership), and many other opportunities to serve.
Please consider using your time and talents in some way here at Christ Lutheran.

ADOPT-A-BLOCK - VOLUNTEERS NEEDED - To reserve your spot on the team or if you
have questions, please contact either Lora Wacker or Pastor Chris.

TRUSTEE WORKDAY - The Trustee Workday is each Wednesday from 9am - 1pm. If you
would like to help with the various needs of the church, come join us. A job, whether large
or small can be found to help with. If you notice something you think needs attention, come
let us know. Thanks for helping.

DREAM CENTER VOLUNTEERS - Volunteers are needed to help check-in and sort items
here at Christ Lutheran for the Dream Center. Please see or contact Robin Fox at 863-513-
4774 to schedule a day and time to volunteer.

CHECK YOUR MAILBOX - Please check your mailbox in the Narthex.

CHURCH DIRECTORY - For those that are not aware, our church member directory is now
available online. Please see the flyer sheets in the Narthex for more information or email
stewardship@clclakeland.org.
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NAMETAGS - We would like to encourage all our members to please wear their nametags to
church. If you can’t find your nametag or don’t have one, please sign-up for one on the
bulletin board in the Narthex of the church.

STEWARDSHIP CORNER

Luke 21:6 - “As for these things that you see, the days will come when there will not be left
here one stone upon another that will not be thrown down.” Everything in this world is
headed for the graveyard, but some things are also destined to rise from the grave. On that
Day of Resurrection — as we look back on our earthly life — what will we see? What will
have really mattered? This is a good question to ask ourselves in this season of the church
year that focuses on The Last Things.

THIS WEEK AT CHRIST LUTHERAN

Monday -11/17 Tuesday - 11/18
ASL for Beginners @ 6:30 pm Adopt-A-Block @ 11 am
Wednesday - 11/19 Thursday - 11/20
Dream Center @ Christ Lutheran Bible Study @ 10 am

Trustee Workday @ 9 am
Quilters @ 10 am
Individual Communion 1:30 - 2:30 pm
Choir Practice @ 5:15 pm

Friday - 11/21 Saturday - 11/22
Church Office closed Worship @ 5:30 pm
Pastor’s day off

Sunday - 11/23
Bible Study @ 8:30 am
Worship @ 10 am
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